SEVERAL 


PETITIONS 


A NSWERED,, 


That were put up by the'Prieſts of By 


WEST MORLAND,. . 


Againſt Fames Nayler and Geo, Fox, Servants of the moſt High 
God, perſecuted by the Prieſts of the world, as Jeſus Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles were perſecuted by the Jewiſh high Prieſts for the wit. 


nefſing of the truth, and reſtifying againſt the decits of rhe world. 


With the anſwer to an Order given forth by the juftices ar Appleby Seflions, 
contrary to the Law of God, and the Laws of the Land. | 


Alſo,an exhortation to the people,to mind the light of God in them, the teaching: 


and leadings of the Spirir of Truth; the which if it be obeyed, 
- will lead and guide them into all truth. 
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This is the condemnation, That light is come into the world, and men love darkneſs rather then 
light, becauſe their deeds are evill: He that loves the light brings his deeds to the light, 
that the light may prove them ; but he that dath evill hateth the light, neither cometh he - - 
ro the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be repryved. But be that loveth the truth, and doth thar 
which is righteous cometh to the light,that his-deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are 
wrought in God, John 3. 19,20,21 verſes. ; 

Linle Children,let no man deceive you, be that doth righteouſneſs is righreows, even as be is. 
righteous 3 he that cormitteth ſtr,is of the Divell: In this the children of God are mani- 
feſt,and tbe children of the Divel, whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs, is not of God, neither 
he that loveth not his brother, 1 [ohn 5,8,90,10. 

.. Marvell not if the world hate you,it hated me befere it hated you, tohn 1 «, 18; 

"SBleſſed are you when men ſhall hate you, and when they ſhall ſeparate you- from their company, 
and ſhall reproach yca,and caſt out your. nawe as evill, for the Son of Mans ſake , rejoyce ye 
in that day,and leap for joy, for behold, great is your reward in heaven, for in the like 
manner did their fathers unto the Prophets, Luke 6.22,23, | 
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- Londen, printed for Giles (alvert, atthe Black ſpread Eaple: 
| at the Weſt end of Pauls. 165 3; 
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.* An Fpiſtletothe Reader. . 


Ehriſtian Friends, - 
ADIOS Emembtr the words ef our Lord and 


Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who: ſaid, the 
ſervant was tot" greater then his 
Lord , and ſaith he , if they have 
perſecuted. me , © they will perſecate 
> you alſg ; 1nd ſaith be marvell not if 
= the world hate you it hatc4 me before 
- it hatedyou, if ye were of the world' 

the world would love you,but becanſe I have choſen you out 
of the world, therefore the world hateth you, bt theſe are 
the fruits of darkni ſs, that ariſeth from Cains genera. 
tion; they that are'after the fleſh. t ey perſecute'them that 
are after the Spirit, it is the worl! that perſccat?s, and as 
they are in their naturall tate and condition,they know not- 
God, but are- enemies both to h'm, and Ha, where he is 
made manifeſt 1n Spirit;they that are in the corrupt nature- 
are renorant of him,” according 4s it is written in the' 
Epiſtle-fo the Corinthians, the naturall man knowes md. 
the things of God, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 
and no man knowes che.F ather but the Sow, nenher know +- 
eth any man the Soz but the Father and he to whom the: 
Son reveals him. there is no knowing of God, but by yhe- 
Revelation of his Spirit : but natural. men ſuch; a: tic. 
A: 2 | Bee 
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Tothe READER. 
Prieſts of the world who are ignorant of God and are eue- 
mies to him, being evided by the ſpirit of error, ſtandin 
up in actual Rebellion againſt God now that he is Reveal, 
ing hi Son in the beatts of his people;aud leading them by 
the Divine light of his holy Spirit ont of Egypt, out of 
bondage and darkneſs wherein they have been held in the 
time of the fall, while the myſtery of iniquitie hath been 
working, and Antichriſt ſitting in tbe Temple of God, as 
Goa, ſhewing himſelf to be God, and the Prieſts of the world 
have been caſting a miſt before the eyes of the underſtand- 
ings of the people by their Greek, Latin, and Hebrew, 
which is but dung, and aroſſe, earthie, and ayrie, hath 
drives the people into earthly conceivingser imagination, 
baving no other knowledge of God but by conceiving and 
imazining of him, are of thoſe whom the Lord complains 
of by his ſervant the Prophet ſaying, This people draweth 
near me with their mouth,and with their lips do they honor 
me, but their heart us far from me, and their fear towards 
me i taught by the precepts of men, therefore thus ſaith the 
Lord, 1 will gather thoſe that have been ſcattered in the 
Clopdie and dark day, and Twill teach them my ſelf, and 
write my Law in their hearts, and put my Spirit in theiv 
inward parts ; then ſhall ye know that Tthe Lord have ſpo- 
ken it, aud Iwill take you from among the heathen, and 
gather you ont of all Countries, and ſprinkle clear water 
#pon you, and.cleanſe you from all your uncleauneſs: a new 
heart alſo will I give you, and a new Spirit will I put with- 
in you, and I will cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes to do 
them, Ezek.3%. Chapter. Now the Lord i fulfilling his 
Promiſes made of old to the ſeed of Abraham after the 
ſpirit,the Immortall ſeed that is begotten not by the will of 
man but by the will of God, and«born again of water 
and the ſpirit, being ſeparated from all uncleanneſs, and 
they that live inthe filth of the fleſh, fulfilling the on 
| thereo 
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To the READER, 
thereof know them not that are bors ag1in , ns and 
cleanſed,ſanttified and juftified, and are taught of God and 
made pertakers of the Divine nature, but are enemies to 
them, it is the ſame generation now that perſrewss, that 
perſecuted from the beginning , but it ts but that the 
Scriptures may be fulfilled , the Beaſt ſhall make War with 
the Saints, Gog and Magog joyns together in Battle 
againſt the Lamb, the Priefts of the world are the gromey 
perſecutors of the truth of God, Now as the High Prieſt 
was when Feſus Chriſt came in the fleſh, the chief Prie#ts 
were the greateſt perſecutors of him then, ſtirring up the 
Rulers, and Elders, and the rude multitade againſt' bim, 
calling him A deceiver and A blaſphemtr and they ſpued 
forth their envie againſt him in raiſing falſe witneſſes 
againſt him ,” and every way incenſing the People againſs 


him to cry.out to have him put to death, Saying, Crucific 


him, *Crucifie him-,” aad1et us have Barabbas let looſe 
which was a murderer, and if thou do but Read this 
little enſuing treatiſe thou ſhalt finde ſomething worthy of 
thy labour being ſengle eyed ,. thou wilt be braught to fee 
Antichriſt or the man of 'n in-Ahigh meaſure,the myſtery 
of iniquitie 'atting in'the Priefts of the world, that do 
profeſſe themſelves to be the Miniſters of Chriſt, but are 
of the Synagogue of Satan,and are enemies to Foſs Chriſt 
where he tsmade manifeſt and raiſed- up in the ſpirits of 
any toteſtifie againſt their degtits-wherein they do deceive 
the people, and are in the ſaine tate and condition that 
the Fewiſh High. ay 4 werein, that put Chrift to death : 

4'thoy readeſt. keep thy eye ſingle and be not Partiall, and 

ihok ſhalt ſte that the battell is begun betwixtMichacl and 
the Dragon? the Dragon he caſteth forth floods of revil- 


ings and reproaches,an f mae after the man- childe 


Chrift Feſus as he is ariſing in the ſpirits of his people,to* 
Elfics ſtfile 


Sifle him in the birth-that he "May not cos forth ty rains, 
494 whore he is Bary %p 1819 the underſtandings of 4ay 


F Drazon with his ſeven goldes head; or the Priefts nndex 


| pare of 3h fame generation; hoſe Peart is. 
deceitful and that above meaſure, being Full of ſubtiltie. 
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by the haly [Pivit of Gud that ruleth in 
them,T know it by experience, being acquainted with then 


in theix godly con v9 (atiin,which thoſe eCainiſh nd Fewiſh. 
ſpirited Priefts goes about to caſt dirt upan, making they 
odiaus to the worts fiirring up the People iuenvie and ma. 
ticionſneſs againſt thew, if it were poſsible- to. take away 
their lives,and theFawiſh high Priefts flirread | / 
and Elders of the People agaruſh both Feſus.Chrift aud 'she- 

Apoitles who were hi; ue Minitters, to perſecnte, Impri. A. 
fon and put them tg aeath,:.ſa ds theſe. itir up not onely the. 

rude people in VIE and palice., but they ſts uptbe'Pay- 


lament and Rulers of vhe, People by:their falſe pelittous 26. 


People they will ſee into the. wickedneſs of the Prieffithat 
hey are thoſe that perfecure. the Lordof lifeinhs $611; 


L1AS 


To-the -REA DER. 
did never perſecure nor impriſon, but ow the contraty were 
both ap reovgn and impriſoned, and ſo dre thoſe to whom 
Fes ;brift is made — in ſpirit, now the Lord is 

ſetting up the Kingdom of his Son in the ſpirits of his 
people;and the Kingdom of Amichriſt,Babylon,the myſtery 
of iniquity muit be thrown down : take heed of holding « 
that which God will not have to Ftand, he « ſetting up t 
miniſter of his Son inthe ſpirits of his People,and throw- 
ing down the miniſtery of Antichrift, which & the mini- 
ry of the world, as it made manife#t hey do openly 
appear to thoſe that have their eyes in their head, Now 
Hoon if thou do but read this with thy underſtanding thou 
ſhalt ſee that theſe perſecuting Prieits knowes nothing of 
God but are enemies to him,and are guided by the Spirit of 
error walking contrary t0 Chrift and his Apoittes, who 
.- were he trae —_— and were gnided by his hol, Spirit, 

and ſnffered - by the migfhy of the word, 4s thoſe dtat 
hearts tf that are guided 1am {ore by the Spirit of the 
ord: and are as dear to him as.the 4rple of hu eye, and 
z thou do but give thy diligence in reading to Read by thi 
ame - guide thar thoſe are led by-that. write 'the.enſting 
ireatiſejt mill bring thereto ſee the innocency ard upright- 
76s-of- their blamelts times and tewverſation,that they are 
madd 10 ſuffer willingly for Righteouſnes ſake according to 
the tommand of eſe Chriſt. and walkes in he obedience, 
knowing that their reward is in Heaven, having their 
Converſation-in Heaven according to that of the Apoſtle 
in the third to the Philipizo. and their affeftions being 
j t on things above ans not on the earth ſeeking a King- 
den but: not of this. world, for were they of this world, 
the world would love its own, but becauſe they are choſen 
out of the worlds ways and worſhips cuftomes and faſhion, 
being dead with Ghriſt from the rudiments of t/ e world, 

are 
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Torbe READER; 


ere brought to worſhip Godin ſpirit being born again of water aud 
tbe:Spirit-as John 3:and having their ſouls prifieg Fielding 
obedience to the commands of the Spirit\ as the. Saints had which 
were obedient to the ent lg $7. purified their (onde, a Fey 
1 Pet15242\50. hi, s Dp" boat ax-thife are, Children of 
thy oſt High God; whom the world and the perſecuting ENVIOWUS 
Prieſts know not + for: the ſpirit that us in them, is wor of God, 


- - 


becauſe it Iuſterh to envy contngry to the Spirke of Joſwe Chriſt 


which is pure and holy, and is loving, as it is raiſed #p in\any to 
rele and guide them, it beareth all the worlds 7 ndgements; -Re- 
proaches, Revilings, and perſecutions, and ſuffereth with 7oy, 
having the promiſe of this life, and that which © to come, thus 
faith the Lord, woe to the wicked it ſhall be ill with them, and 
they ſhall be rewarded according to their aoings as 51 Ifaiah the 3. 
10. But (ay untothe righteous it ſhall be Well with them, v.11; 
and ſaith Feſms Chriſt bleſſed are you when men revile you; and 
perſecnte you and ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſly, as tha 
Prieſts do by thoſe innocent and harmleſs ones who are drar ayd 
precious inthe fight of Gol, and may rejoyce, for their reWarg is 
Treat in Heaven,according #0 that of our Saviour in. Mg \FeLO; 
IT.12. And that of Peter : Who ſaith if "ye i e reproached for the 
name of Chriſt happy,are you, for the ſpirit of Lrace.and of glory 
Reſteth-on- you, Rejoyce and be exceeding glad : all Je that love 
the Lord, Bee ye the Lord, praiſe:him and magnifie hin "for 
ever, for the Lord is glorifying. himſelf gud making bis powey 
knovwn, andall the Crowns, of. pride aud gin. lory, and flethh 
exaltation muſt be thrown doWn, and the Son of his Love Rai 
#p and exalted in the hearts of his people to fis upon his Throne, 
Rejoyce for AR |S Hh do 7 EO 
\ > A Friendtothe Trith if Goji 
- Where it is made manifeſt. 
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To the Right Worſhipfull the 
Juſtices of the Peace for the County 
of WESTMORLAND. 


The Humble Petition of divers Minivters and 
other Inhabitants. in the ſaid Connty who 
earneſtly defire the Glory of God, and the 
Peace of bis Church, and this Common- 
Wealth. 


Humbly Sheweth, 
gm Hat James Nayler, and George Fox, men: whoſe Coun- 
—_ try, habiration, profefſion, and condition, is to 


us generally unkr own,meerly vf their own accord, 
without any Paſport, Licence, or Authority what- 
ſoever,that rhey can ſhew, or we ever heard of, have 
entered in to the County and together with ſome 
others their companions and Profelytes, who are 
ary riſen up among our ſelves in it, have filled it in ſome 
parts with very ſad diviſions and diſtractions, ſtirred up much hatred, 
wrath, and ſtrife, even between the neareſt relations 3 and powerfully 
teduced multitudes of People from the Truth, and true worſhip of 
God, to imbrace their own corrupt and dangerous Dodtrines, and fol. 
low their pernicions wayesz which things are ſo notoriouſly known to 
all men, that live in theſe parts , that we need not here ſay any. thing 
to acquaint.your ſelves with it. ab 
And though_theſe men tell people where they come, that they are 
ſent to them from God, to declare what he hath revealed in them, and 
labour to perſwade them that they come to them with the — 
2 the 
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2, | 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt, yet our ſelyes do confidently believe and know 
them ro be wicked men, deceivers, and the very Miniſters of Satan, as 
a ECO A id of £2 *” — MCI MHLEE Con has v. 


mays - w 4 mn "or &\" v4 ; - . 6h, £4 =; 
; Bets Horrid-Blaſphemies which they have uttered.” HI 6 f- 

2. 4 FE damyable Herefigs and dangerous Eirars Which they have 
dayOUucnegd. | | 1, ERP. F 4" feb WER: S | 

All which they rend-noe onely to the diſturbanex of the Pibbligue 
Peace,” and ſafety of the Commonwealth, hut to the Tabveriioi/ of all , 
Government, we d5 in all Humilicy addrefle our ſelves, 

Humbly and carneſily praying, as you tender the Glory of God, and 
the good cf «pw: hang as are or may be iudangered by their impious 
principles and pradtices, that you would be pleaſed ro make uſe of thar 
Authgfity wherewirh the Lord hath Inveſted you, ſpeedily to provide 


for zhe ſafery of true Religion and the publique Peace, by checking che Hy 
wicked endeavours, and proceedings of thele men, which we humbly. b. 
conceive may be at leaft by ordering James Nayler, And George Fox, &c. x 


being ſtrangers ro depart out of this County, and to rerurn to their 
own homes. Francis Howgill to be of. better deportment, ſpecially ro. 
gards the Magiſtracie and Miniſtry of England, And by exjoyaing Pubs 
yrey, Alexander Dixon, and the reſt of the ſpeakers and followers that 
ive in this County, to abide at their own Homes, ſtudy ro be quier, 
\ and dotheir own buſineſs, labouring in their own calling, which is the 
. . Apoſtles rule, and not to wander -up and down :the/Country; as Se-. 
\; ducers, -to draw Diſciples after them, ſave only in a way of Trayell as 
\private men about their own occafions;and the Lords Gracious guidance _; 
n our ſelyes in the affairs of ſo great concernment, * we ſhall ever 5, 
: pra p mi iy " \ 6 & 33 ar: 
This is a true\Coppie of thepretended Miniſters and profeſſors in this 
County given up a+the Court at laſt Seſſions at Appleby, .. _ 
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Severall Petitions anſwered, that 


were put up by the Prieſts of _ 
WESTMORL AND, 


Prieſt, | 
; JO the Right Worſhipfull rhe Juſtices of 
the peace for the County of Weftmor- 
land. op 
47 Anſw. Them that are right, deny 4s 19:27, _ 
*%) all worſhips, and worſhip God, and ho- John 4 
. -nor the Lord, All honovr and glory be gi. Vrov.20.3. 
ven unto the Lord, Now Man where is thy honour 2 Rv: 14-7. 
Yet I honour all men in the Lord. | 

Prieſt.obj. The humble Petition of divers Minifters, 


and other inhabitants in the ſaid County, who earneſtly 


defire rhe glory of God, and the peace of his Church, 
and this Commonwealth. 
Anſw. The Miniſters of God never put up a Peti- _ 

tion to an outward Magiſtrate to maintain the Church jc, ; 2.56. 

of God. Here you ſhew your Miniſtery is of man, and 

muſt be upheld by an earthly power : and here-you 

ſhew that Charch is carnal, and muſt be maintained by 

a carnall weapon, as the Jews did, which cameagainſt' 
6 LY B z Pam, 


| (:4) 
ARs 24. 5. | Pan, and ſaid he was a peſtilent fellow, who did witneſs 
Atts 17.5. forth the ſubſtance, Jeſus Chriſt, of all theſe rypes 
17 and figures which the Jewes lived in, therefore his do. 
&1. 1; Erinedid overturn them, tothe letring forth of the 
To. i of feed : for that Mind that held up the Figure , did not 
own the ſubſtance Jeſus Chriſt, when. he was come. 
z Tim 3.3. Now all you pretended Miniſters of Chriſt, Jeſus 
Mark 3.22. Chriſt is come and made maniteſt in his Saints; you 
who have the form deny him, and the power, and ſome 
call- it witchery , ſoine of the D;vell ; but thac Na- 
ture can do no other, for it is the ſame naure that was in 
the Jewes, who would maintain their way, and hold up 
their cuſtomes, and perſecute him that was the ſub- 
ſtance, and called him Divelt: But the Church !eſus 
ke. 1Tim3.15- Chriſt is the head of, and the Church is the pillar and 
S186 xev.s.,,  groundof truth, and' Chriſt hath redeemed his Church 
5.4 with his blood, and who are redeemed by the pretious 
blood of Ieſus Chriſt, are of the Church, and them I 
do witneſs. and not one of them ſhall be plucked out of 
his hand, whom the Father hath given me, ſaith Chriſt, 
Fobn 10.29,29,30,31 My Father which gave me them 
is greater then all, and no man is able to pluck them 
out-of my Fathers hands- I and my Fathes are one. 
«rafhh, Then the Iews took up ſtones to ſtone him, Chriſt-hath 
F:, no carnal weapon to maintain his Church,for his king- 

dom is not of this world, _ | 

Pr, 0bj. Humbly ſhewcth, that Fames Nayler and 
George Fox;men whoſe countrey,habitation, profeſſion 

and condition is to ns generally unknown. 

Azxſw. It is true, our habitation-is with the Lord, 
and our Countrey is not of this world, neither are our 
conditions known unto the world; for who had the. 
poxyer of truth was neyer known unto the world, _ 

the 
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the ſame powet is made manifeſt,'tis ſo now, the world John 15 19,:0 
knows them not, therefore they: hate you,and perſecute 9; 1" 
you, the Scripture's here fulfilled, As they have done John 15 18. 
unto me, ſo will rhey do unto you, ſairh Chriſt. Here 
the Scripture is fulfilled. | | 
Pr, 0bj. Merely of their own accoxd,. without any 
paſport,or licenſe,or authority that they can ſhew, or 
we ever heard of, entred into the County, and together 
with ſome others their companions and proſclires riſen 
up among our. ſelves, 
anſw, The Miniſters of God never were ſent forth wyc.s;, 14. 
by the authority of man : Here you ſhew your ſelves to Gal. 1. :. 
be blind guides indeed, Paul an Apoſtle, not of man, /* #33133 
nor by man, but by Icſus Chriſt; neither was the Go- 
ſpel he preached, according to man: and this do we 
witneſs, that.our authority 1s not from man, neither our 
call from man; for he-thar ſpeaks of himſelf ſpeaks. a 
lie; and all you who ſpeak,& not from the mouth of the 
Lord, are falſ-Prophers, and there you ſheww your ſelves 
ro be no trophets of the Lord, no Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel ; for if you were the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and 
had nor received ir of man, nor your Goſpel according 
to man,then would. ye witneſs us ; for that which we 
preach, is nor after. man, neither according to mans 
will, but by the will of God : For we are not made 
Miniſters by Oxford and Cambridge, for that we deny, Gal.1.21, 12, 
We ſtand condemned by you who are Miniſters of the © *- *- 
Lerter, and not of the Spirit, w ho are Miniſters by the 
will of man,and your Call and Authority is by-the will 
of man. 
0bj, Hvae filled it in ſome parts with very ſad dis 
viſions. 7 | 
Anſw. Truth did make divifion when Deccit was at > 
| Peace, 
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Mat. 16:3435 Peace : For Chriſt ſaid, I come not to ſend peace on thz 


Mar 2. 27. 


Luke 17. 20, 

21. 
x Cor.5.109. 
1 John 3 8. 


Male5E,1,2, 3. 


earth,but a ſword, tor Iam come to ſet a man at va- 
riance againſt his Father, and the daughter againſt 
her mother, the daughter in law againſt the mother in 
lazy, and here is the Scripture fulfilled, 

' Pr, 0bj. Stirred up much wrath and ſtrife, even be- 
tween the neere't telation. 

Auſw, 1r ſeems hatred, wrath and ſtrife were within, 
now truth hath ſtirred it up. When the ſtrong man ar- 
med keeps the houſe, all the goods are at peace, till a 
ſtronger come and diſpoſleſſes him, and ſpoyls his 
goods: and here is the Scripture fulfilled, -where the 
power of truth dwels, and the Kingdom of God is 
come, who are indeed the Temples of God; the 


works of the Divell deſtroyed, hatred, malice, wrath, 


ſtrife, hereſie and blaſphemy, pride, hypocrifie and dif- 
ſembling, where the truth rules, theſe are deſtroyed ; 
and where theſe rule truth rules not, and conſider all 
you pretended Miniſters what you have been doing 
all this while , that there is ſo much wrath and ftrife ro 
be ſtirred up, when the truth comes, for that is itthat 
ſets at yariance.O all people conſider what blind guides 


you have been led withall , why ſpend you your mo. 


ney for that which is not bread, and your labour for 
chat which ſarisfierh not 2 Ho every one thact thirſterh, 


come freely, without mony and without price, hearken - 


diligently unto me ſaith the Lord, that your ſouls may 
live, 

Pr. 0bj. And powerfully ſeduced multitudes of 
people from the truth. 

Anſw. Whereas we are accuſed,as ſeducing people 
from the truth, it is falſe : for how can they be in the 
truth who live in malice, cnvy, ſtrife, 'and wrath 2 for 

| they 


ee? 


ut Ext 


7) 
they that live in that nature are turned from the truth ; 
which according to your own words much of thart is 
ſtirred up. The Lord hath ſent us, and made us to 
come into this* County, to draw up people unto him- 
ſelfe, from the DoRrines and Worſhips of the world, 
All pcople are ſeduced by you whom God hath never 
ſent; for I will prove by the Scriptures that you are fe- 
ducers,and draw people from the teaching within them, 
to follow your imaginations, what you can ſtudy out 
of the letter which the holy men of God ſpoke forth 
freely, the which now you make a Trade of, And Tohr 
faid, Theſc things have I written unto you concerning 
them that ſeduce you, you need not that any man teach 
you ; but as the anointing teaches you all things. Now 
if an hundred, or a thouſand people ſhould come and 
deny all you Priefts, and witneſs they had this anoin- 
ting within them ; then. this Scripture being fulfilled, 
and you. denied, ſuch you go about ro perſecute which 
witneſs this anointing within them, and need no man 
teach them. Herein you ſhew that you have not the 
ſame ſpirit that was in them that wrot that Epiſtle, but 
the ſpirit of the world ; the world did not know them 
then, which were taughtby that anointing, but hated 
them, as you do now, them that witneſs the ſame an- 
nointing ye hate; ye are the Antichriſts of this world, 
and hate them who are nor of this world, and ſeek to 
bring them from their teacher within, to follow you 


who go in the way of Cainto envy, and after the error jy: 11. 


of Balaam. Here you ſhew your (elves to be ſeducers, 
and ſuch we do deny, bur to every mans conſcience do 
we look to be made manifeſt ; and we do not feck to 
draw any one from the anointing within them, but do 
exhort all there to wait and abide for the P—_ 

g which 


Mat.i <.9, 
Co]. 2-22, 
i John 2.26, 


27, 
John 11 7. 


1 Joh. 2.26,27 


John 15 25. 
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| (8) 
2 Cor. 4.2 hich is eternall life to them thar abide in the anoin- 
4 % Og ting ; but you falſe accuſers are wichour, which the 
Scripture ſpeaks of, 
Pr. 0b. And from the worſhip of God, 
Anſw. That is falſc, to ſay we draw any from the 
- "7 RH. truth ; tor we can do nothing againſt the trurh, bur for 
ev.a1l.27. | S ar 
A845 17-24, 25 the truth, as the Apoſtle ſaith : bur all corrupt wayes 
Ats7.5, 6 ye deny and abhorre, and the worſhip of the wicked 
we deny, who have not their names written in the 
Lambs Book of life, and God is not worſhipped with 
mens hands , neither dwels he in Temples made with 
hands ; and for witneſſing this, Steven was ſtoned to 
« deachvhenthe high Prieſts examined him, which ge- 
neration you ſhew your ſelves to be,in the ſame nature, 
holding up outward Temples and Synagogues, Which 
we deny, and ſeck to draw people from theſe things. 
God is a Spirit, and he that worſhips him muſt wor- 


zev. 12.8, {Þiphimin ſpirit and intruth, and this worſhip we own, 


10" 4.'22,25. and draw peopleto itup to God from all beaſtly wor- 


ats 19.2724 ſhips, outward Cuſtomes imitated of man, which is 
an abomination unto the Lord. | | 
Pr. 06, Toimbrace their corrupt and dangerous do- 
&rines, and pernitions waySz which things are ſo noto- 
rioufly known to all men rhat live in theſe parts, that we 
__ not here ſay any thing to acquaint your ſelves 
with it, | 
Anſ.Corrupt Doctrines & pernicious ways we deny, 
Te 2-5-05- which are all your ways you proud Basls Pricſts . for 
Luke-,9. herhardoth abidein the Doctrine of Chriſt, hath God, 
and he. thar doth not abide in the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, is of the Divell : Teſus Chriſt is made manifeſt, 
who witneſſes forth the cternall truth ro poor ſouls, 
who havelived in darkneſs and blindneſs theſe many 
| hundred 
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(9) | 
hundred years have the. dark miniſtery reigned; bur 
now the God of power is uttering his thunders, and g.,.,.. .,, 
making his power known, and the eternal word of God 
is made manifeſt in us,this we witneſs, which we preach 
forth, to the glory of our Father, Praiſes, praiſes be un; 
to thee alone Lord God Almighty, who art now (er- 
ting up thy own Kingdom. And the ſame judgement 
do ye give upon us as the Jews did upon Chriſt and the 
Apoſlles : for the Apoſtle while he was in the Jewiſh 
Religion, in their outward worſhip, as you are now , 
they looking for a Chriſt coming without them,as you 
do now (at which time) Pasl was at peace with them; 
but when he did preach Ieſus Chriſt that was revealed ag; .,.:- 
m him, then they haled him out of the Temple, and 28,30. 
perſecuted him, 8 could not own nor beleeve what was 
revealed in him: ſo if any ſhould come amongſt you 
now,and tell you that God dwels not in Temples made as 17. 24, 
with hands , neither was he worſhipped with mens + 5 
hands, ye would hate them, beat them, or ſtone them, 
as they did the Apoſtles. This ye do that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled, The time ſhall come,when they ſhal John 16.2. 
put you out of their Synagogues,and ſhall hale you be- 
fore Magiſtrates, and who ſhall kill you will think he 
doth God good ſervice : And do not youſhew your 
ſelves openly to be of this generation ? Will you have 
another meaning for the Scriptures ? There are but 
two ways, the one is pure, and leads up to the Father; 
the other ſtands pretending God and Chriſt, which way 
you are in,perſecuting us who poſſeſs the truth. Here's John 2.41, 33; 
the ſtand. - | | | Luke 13.24: 
Pr, 0b, And though theſe people, tell people where 
they come, that they are ſent to them from God to de- 
Clare. whar he hath revealed - them, and labour to 


per- 


# BJ Mat.23.33- 34. 
oy Gal.1 1. 

® ti 1 Cor.1.25. 
* {| 64.20, 


| Rev.22.15. 
Ia.54.17. 
Mar.25.65. 


Jam. 2.4. 


+ ts ee — 


190 |; 
perſwade them that they come to them - with the Au- 
thority of Chtiſt and of the Apoſtles, yet our ſelyes dg 
confidently beleeve and know them to be wicked men, 
deceivers and the very Miniſters of Satan, as may ap- 
pears ; 

w—_ Our call we witneſs is of the Lord, nor by 
man, that makes you whoſe call is by man ſo perſecute 
us; your own will is ſtanding, you rage againſt any 
that come contrary to the will of man, if ever you 
witneſs that call whereby all the Prophets and Apoſtles 
were and are ſent,you will not queſtion our Authority, 
the Lords work is ſpirituall, *tis him alone that fits 
them, and furniſhes them with power from on high 
to bear witneſs to the Truth : and. whereas. you ſay 
before, 'that you know not our Country nor condi- 
tions, yet here you ſay that we are wicked men and 
deceivers, yea the Miniſters, of Satan, it feems you 
care not what you ſay, but fay and unſay. any thing 
to root out the innocent, you arelyars, andare with- 
out among dogs, murderers,ſorcerers, whoremongers, 
whoſe portion is in the lake your weapons that you 
form againſt the truth will not proſper. bur the Lord 
hath dif 
whereby your deccits will be laid open, with evill 
thoughts ye judge, who are the Miniſters of Satan,and 
by the wicked. imaginations of your own hearts, 
counts .truch blaſphemic, and puts light for darkneſs, 
as ever the Priefts did. ; 

Pri, 0bj. 1. By their horrid blaſphemies,which they 
have uttered, ſecondly by their damnable . Herefies 
and dangerous errours, which they have avouched. 

- 4of. Blaſphemy and Herefic whereof we are accuſed 
we do deny, that whichis falſe and crrors wedeny, _ 
| they 
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we are Without God,and that is your OWN £ONditions Gal..12. 
therc ye live without God in theworld,and who arc 
in the truth are of one mind and one heaps, now all the *#+ 4-:* 
Prieſts ſee,which pretend Gods and fairh,whether you 
be in one faith, which if you do conſider,(faith whicii 1s 
the gift of God ye know ic not, it cannot be boughr and *p"-2.8. 
ſold for monie, And ſhew me-1n the Scripture that ever At.2.19 "_— 
the Prophets, or Apoſtles had a ſet way of the world, ; 
or ſeeked to the world for augmentations or tithes, do mar.10.8. 
not ye ſhew here the ſpiric of error , erring from the 
way of the Apoſtles, And do ye not ſhew your ſelves 
in the ſame generation of them that Peter ſpoke of wha 
live in wickedneſs,and go after the crror of Bagkamand 2 per.2.13.14 
in the way of Caisto perſecure the righteous ſeed where 15, 
itis come: here thou makeſt but a rod for thy own 
back who' liveth in uncleanneſs, ſporting in the day Pro.26.3. 
time, feaſting, rioting, and, ſuch arc! as narurall bruie Ju 10: | 
beaſts,and what they know they know naturally, whoſe 7 
Judgement lingers not , whoſe damnation ſlumbers 
not, wo unto you, for yougo inthe way of Cain, 
and the Lord is coming in power, to pour his plagues 
vpon the beaſt, you beaſts who doe not abideinthe 
truth, 
Pri, 0bj, All which tends not oncly 'to the diſturb- 
ance of the publique peace,and fatery of the Common- 
wealth, but to the ſubverſion of all gavernment. _.. 
Anſw. Thaz-is falſe, it.is not our intention to deſtroy. 
the Commonwealth of 1/racl, for a Commonwealth x, ..: 2. 
is to bring ap all into purity and Juſtice, righteouſneſs 4 
we ſet-up, qws and honour inquy fouls for con(Cience 
ſake; And Juſtice. is tq.keep peace,, and that we-own, | 
Juſtice is nox to; make firife, nor debate, bur ro keep-. 
peace, and hq bears.not the ſword in vain, bur he char. 
dexb pretend Juſtice, and is partiall, and hath an evil 
C 2 eyc, 


Jer 29.16. 
Hoſca 4.2- 

2 Tim, 3. - 
Prov.24.22+ 
Prov.:8.9. 
Prov.15.8.9. 
Rom.8.22, 
Plal.145.9. 
Rom. 13.12. 


Prowi2.22, 


Prov. 28.9. 


Col. 2.18. 
Plal.146.g. 


& John 4.6. 


deny, for the Commonwealth is deſtroyed for want 
of Juſtice, the Land mourns becauſe of ozthes , che 
Land mourns becauſe of wickedneſs,drunkennes,fghr- 
ing and wrangling carding and diccing,ſhovelbord and 
bowling, all theſe filthy pleaſures ye luſtfull ones which 
holds them np we deny, for this cauſe the Creation 


grones, but Juſtice we own, let every ſoul be ſubject 


ro the higher power for all power is of God, that ſoul 
is ſubject ro the power of God, all theſe works are de- 
nied, and this Juſtice which keepes peace, and righte- 
ouſneſs we own, honour and ſet up-in our ſouls. 

. Pri. Obj. We do in all humility adreſs our ſeJves 
humbly and earneſtly praying as you tender the glory 
of God. 

Anſw. The prayers of the wicked are abomination 
tothe Lord , and your humility is fained, it crouches 
to one and perſecutes another, here you ſhew your ſelves 
ro be no Miniſters of Jeſus,Chriſt, for your weapons are 
carnall ours ſpirituall ſayes the Apoſtle caſting down 
ſpiruall wickedneſſes in high places, which we wit- 
neſs : and here you ſhew not the ſame ſpirit that was 
in the Apoſtles, but of crror. | | 

Pr. 0bj, And the good of ſo many ſouls as are, and 
may be indangered by their impious principles and 
practiſes, that you would be pleaſed to-make uſe of 
that Authoritie wherewith the Lord hath inveſted you 
ſpcedily co provide for the ſafety of true Religion and 


_ the publique peace. 


HNeb.13.17: 


Anſw, If you be Miniſters of God, ye are to-watch 
for the ſouls, tell me how many ſouls ye have led 0 
of death, but you arc in the fleſh, and your Mini ſt 
is.carnall, Cap is alive in you, and the ſoul ye know 
not 


12 
eye, and rales with his own will and tyrannie,that we 


<>, Joins pre 6 es 
> v CE no IND % J on 


Uſ 


v by OD GIS v5 


| | 
nor, for itis inthe death, therefore diſſemble not thou 
deceiver, telling people: of a ſoul, for thou art him that 
keepes in the death, and ſhuts the Kingdom of Heaven 
from againſt men and knowes not the ſoul, for thar is Mit-23. 14. 


aim. 9, 


ſhutup from thy underſtanding, that minde ſhall never ag, .: 
know it, thou art a murderer of the juſt, and watcheſt 
for thy means, and if meu will not give it thee, thou 
ſues them ar the law , therefore doſt thou ufe carnall 
weapons to maintain thee, in thy carnall Miniſtry it 
ſhewes thy weapons to be carnall and not fpirituall, 
ſhewing thy Kingdom to be of this world, And here 
<—_ thou ſhew forth damnable dodtrines;for ſhare 

uth. | 
Impious principles, and praCtiſes we deny they are 
your own, which keepes poor ſouls in: death ; your 
preaching the carnall Letter to the carnall minde, -and 
your carnall weapons will not maintain you, _— 
feek to a Magiſtrate, here you ſhame your profeflion, 
for where the truth is ſpringing, the pure ſeed ariſing, 
you cannot ſuppreſs it with your carnall weapon the 
Letter; then you run to a Magiſtrate without to ſuppreſs 
it, while we all lived under your Miniſtry, and what 
you ſpoke we took it for truth as being naturally blind, 
hearing you blind then you owned us, but God now 
of his infinite love and mercy according to his promiſe Mar. 15.14. 
hath gathered us,who have been (catered in the cloudy | Cor.2 4 
and dark day, following ſuch ſhepherds as you which 
fed your ſelves, and cloathed your ſelves with the 
wooll, made a prey upon us and ſought for the Fleece, 4... :- 
but God as he hath ſaid, he hath fulfilled, I will ga- 13.14 5.15 
ther my ſheep from their mouthes , and my ſheep ſhall 
be a prey no longer unto them, and will feed them in a 


good paſture, and'we witneſs ths Scripture gyms, 
| thers- 


Gal.4.29, 


2 Tim. 3«[2. 


Jain, 1-25.27, 


| Rey.3.14, 


« 


Heb.11.33. 
Heb-13.1- 
z Tim.5.10, 


Mart. 10.1 © 
Mat.27-1.20, 
Nat20.3.40 
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therefore de you hate ys, and ſeek to perſecute them in 
- whom Jeſus Chriſt is made manifeſt, bucir is chat the 


Scripture might be fulfilled, he that is boin after the 
fleſh perſecutes him thar is born after the ſpirit, and if 
any man live godly in Chriſt Jeſus he mult ſuffer per- 
ſecution., here the Scripture is fulfilled, you ſhew your 
ſelves to be carnall indeed you muſt have an outward 
Authoritie to rule your Religian, for ſhame give over 
your profeſſion, for pure Religion he that lives in it, and 
walkesin it, hath power over his own tongue, and is 
kept unſpotted from the world , and doth yific the fa- 
therleſs , widowes and ſtrangers, and this hath not an 
outward power to order it, but is guided and ordered 
by the ſpirit of the Lard,to the Lord himſelf,co whom 
be praiſes for ever, and ſuch we own in our ſouls, and 
ſuch ye ſeck to perſecure, and, inſtead gf relieving and 
receiving ſtrangers, you givethem a report or ſcandall, 
as wanderers. , that the Scripture might be fulfilled, 
who preached the everlaſting Goſpel, the world knew 
nor, and who forſook their own country and ſaughr for 
anothex,whom the world was not worthy of, and you 
ſhew, your ſclves ro be of that generation, he that was a 
miniſter of God did: exhort to receive ſtrangers, by 
that means ſome received Angels, and the ſame eternal 
word hath God made manifeſt, and (ent his ſervants to 
witneſs it forth;and tg warn you all of wo and miſery: 
that will come. upon all uncl:anneſs, and ungodlineſs, 
and ſome of them you priſon, ſome of them you beat 
and mock, and ſcourge in your Synagogues, and ſome 
of them. you hak betore Magiſtrates ; And the chicf 
Prieſts were ever the ringleaders to ſlay the righteous 
ſeed where it was, born, wherein the Scriptures came 
to be fulfilled and-you ſhew the fulfilling of them ou 
the 


\ 
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the children of the Lord,and the words of Jeſus Chrift 
true, bur he is coming who bears the government upon 
his ſhoulders, he alone will rule them , who rules all — parc 
nations witha rod of iron, he alone will be their teacher, Col. :.: 8. 
and their Shepherd, he alone rules his Church , who * T'*G+-r- . 
is the head, but this Church is not of this world, nor 
maintained by any weapon of this world , the true 
Church is in God, yours vvithout yvho maintain it 
with a carnall vyveapon, you yvould have a ſpeedy ſup- 
preſſing of the truth, vyhere it is riſen, here you ſhevy 
your ſelves to be of that number vyho call eyil good 1f.s.20. 
and good evil , and even the generation of them, thar _ TIS 
vvould ever have had truth ſuppreſſed, when it was ri- © 
ſen, as they ſaid ro Chrift depart out of our coaſts , as *2** 5+17- 
they ſaid to Pal, *ris nor fit fuch a fellow ſhould live 
upon the cearth,as to 4295,00 thy way into Fudah pro- 
phecie theretharyvas the K; gs chappcll, and he cold 
them the ſongs of the Temple ſhould be turned into 4mos8.z. 
howling,fo ſhall that nature,which hath turned Davids ©3119-1509: 
quakings and trembling into mecter,when ye read them, 
hats ye keep on,and vyhen ye ling them hats ye pur off, 
and worthip the vyorks. of your own hands, ſhewing 

the ſpirit of error. | | | 
Pr. 0bj. By the checking the yvicked endeayours 
and proccediugs of thefe men. 
Anſw. That is the blaſphemer indeed yyhich vyould 
have the trnth che, and be limitted, Ir is vvritten 
the beaſt ſhall blaſpiieme God and his Temple, And Rev.1z, «. 
God hath raiſed up a light in many thar are Juſtices to 
reprove that nature in you vyhich is fawning and flat- 
tering, and you will fawmupon them, vyhile they yvill Mica.z.5. 
give you means, bur.if they give: you no means, then 
you prepare vvar againſt chem. 
Pr. 0bj. Which vuc humbly conceive may be ar 
leaſt 


Luxe 1.15, 


2 Tim. 23 3z 4, 
s and [3 CN. 


J John 2.20, 
27. 
1 Ton 3. 13. 


. | 1 Jn 
leaſt by ordering James Najler and Geo, For, being 
ſtrangers, to depart out of this County, and to return 
unto their own homes, 

Anſ. You pretended Miniſters of Chriſt, which do 
but conceive with an carthly power to hinder the pro- 
ceedings of that which you conceive to be error,which 
is the cternall truth; and which conceivings ariſe our 
of pride : Here it ſhews that you have not an infallible 
judgement, and as it is written, God will ſcatter the 
proud in their imaginations: and there is your por- 
tion. All people though you now deſpiſe us, and caſt 
repraches & {l1nders upon us,ye ſhal eternally witneſs 
us; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, There 
ſhall be falſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of 
them that are good, having a form of godlineſs, and 
denying the power thereof , vvhich the Apoſtle ſaw 
then creping into houſes, leading filly women captive, 
always learning, never aþle to come w the knowledge 
of the truth, and this doctrine hath ſpread abroad, and 
ye are in it,having the form are not rhe people yer lear- 
ning filly-vvomen, indeed ſome thirty years learning, 
ſome fourty, ſome fifty, ſome ſixry years learning, yet 
muſt be taught ſtill, therfore you and your doArine we 
utterly deny : For as the Apoſtle ſaith, ye need not that 
any man teach you, you know all things ; but theſe 
vvere not of the vverld, nor are they of this vyorld, 
vyho vvitnels this teaching, nor the Teachers. 

Pr, Objetf, Francis Howgill to be of better de- 
port, eſpecially towards the Magiſtracie and Miniſte- 
rie of England. 

Anſw. Would you have Francs Howgill to be like 


! unto che World your ſelves ? Is he going from the 


power and prince of the air, which rules in you , the 
| children 


(17) 
children of diſobed{ence, therefore yo hate him. rphec 4. 2: 
uſtice he owns , which cuts down corruprion, Iobn 15 19. 
which brings all into an upright carriage and righ- 


' teous 'way towards God and 'manz this he owns 


and honors in his ſoul; the Miniſters of God he 

owhs, and ſuch as bear rule by their means, as 7c- 

rewy cried out againſt, ſo do I, and ſuch as aregre- 

dy dumb doggs , which feek for their gain from te; ,Q 1x. 
their Quarters, which 1/4. ſpoke againſt I ſpeaſc a- Iſai.56. 10, it 
oainft; and ſuch as are hirelings, which Micah 

cried out againſt, I cry out againſt; and ſuch 

as ſeek for the fleece, and cloath with the 

wool), and feed themſelves with the fat , and ki!] 

them that are fed, EFekje! cried out againſt ſuch, £=#£-34- 2:3- 
and fo dol, the pure iced being made manifeſt in 

me,lets me ſee you to be ſuch now, ſee if you can 

excuſe your ſelves. And 1] ſuch as who lay heavie 

burdens upon the people, and ſ:y they are Mini- 


ſters of Chriſt, and a& thoſe things: which Chriſt 


forbids, I deny : For, ſaith Jeſus Ehriſt, they are 
c,l!ed of men Maſters, and have the chieteſt places 
io the Aſſemblies, ſtand praying in the Syna- Marth. 23.4, 
gogues, whoſe prayers are heatheniſh, and love $6714: 
the uppermeſt rooms at feafts andlove greeiiogs © TI 
in the market : and under a pretence make long 
prayers, devouring Widows houſes. A Widow 
hath no husband, and Chriſt cryed wos againft all 
ſuch, woe was their portion, they painted them- 
ſelves withother mens words; painted ſepulchers, 
full of poyſon within 3 woe was. their portion, 
ard there you are, woe is your portiens he that 
upholds thay which Chriſt cried out againſt, is an 
Antichriſt, and would you have him uphold An- 

Te tichriſt, 


(18) 
eichriſt,and deny Chriſt? the world never received 
Chriſt,but 4ntichrift. The Apofile faith, They ge in 
the way of Cein,and run greedily after the error 
of B:leew, wo unto them : Are nor all the Prieſts 
here? And would you have this ſet up, which all 


Tude x1, 


"FI 

? if | | r Toba 4.1,2,3 
' 
| 


gaiaſt > Where the fame Spirit is made manifeſ}, it 
| | ſees you all in error, blaſpheming God and his 
if Temple. 

Cf | -Pr. 0bj. And by enjoyning The. 4yrey, and L{- 
Fr | lexaudey Dixon,and the reft of the ſpeakers and fol- 
þ | lowers, that live in this County, to abide at their 
own heuſes, ſtudy to be quiet, and de their own 
buſineſs, labouring 1n their ewna calling, which is 
the Apoſtles Rule,and not to wender up and down 
the countrey as ſeducers, to draw Diſciples after 


about their own occalions-* 

Anſ. Tho. Ayrey, and other friends; whom 

| you - would have to abide in their own callings, 

\ Cor.7.20, According to the Apoſtles Rule, and ſtudy 
z ThcN.z.3, to be quiet, that they own, but the witneſſing 
| - forth of the trudh doth diſturb the man of fine, 
n | which makes it now appear ; he that is called of 
i the Lord being a ſervant, is the Lords freeman; 
| likewiſe he that is called being free, is Chriſts ſer. 
vant, ye are bought with a price, but be not ye 
the ſervants of man. Brethren, let every one 
| wherein he is ealled of the Lord, there abide with 
J 4g} the Lord. This call is a holy call, which calls into 
| fhall ſee the Lord ; and this call is not of man. And 


[4 > the Apoſtles Rule we doown and witneſs y_ as 
or 
13M 


! || the Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles cried out a- 


- them, ſave onely as privat men in way of travell 


| holineſs and righteoufaeſs, withour which none 


tA 
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for ſeduci le | s. A it is your own pra 
or ſeducing people we deny, itis your owh pra- 
Qiee, we = ol ſedueed by you, till God did el- , pa.2.9. 
lighten us,8 bring us out of darkneſs into his mar- Iob 33.39. 
vellous light, by which we teſtific againſt all the | 
works of darkneſs ; and all who are brought 1nto 
this light, are one in unity, & as the Apoſtls ſaith, , x;4n rs, 
exhort one another daily as the light doth appear, bodk 20, 
building up one another In the moſt holy faith 3 75403: 
and all the children of God ſhall be taught of the 
Lord,and great ſhall be the peace of them. 

And the Saints went from houſe to houſe, who 
wore as ene ſoul, and met together in fiogleneſs of A8» 4. 32: 
heart; here you ſhew your ſclyes to bedeniers of 04" 
the praCtiees of the Apoſtles, and of the Saints,and 
weuld tread it under foot, and ſhew forth a beaſtly 
nature, under the pretence of humility, which is 
meer hypoctiſie, and ao good at all to poor ſouls, 
nor for Juſtice, nor for the Common-wealth, nor 
for pure Religion, nor for the Church of God, ror 
for godlineſs; but onely for 'your carnall ſtates, 
2nd for fear of loſing your carnall means, doe you 
rage; for they that own pure Religion, own us, 
the Church of God owns us, and they that own 
Juſtice own us; and who owns the Prophets, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, own us, but you who 
have their forms, and not their power, perſecute 
us, ſo ſhewing your ſelves to be haters of the 
truth. The Apoſtles Rule and ufe was, to go up Mitth. 38. 19, 
and down the countrey, who were Miniſters of | 
God, and rejoyce in them whom he had made Mi- 
niſters to witaeſs forth the trath, and did plainly 
declare they hadno certain dwelling place, How 
dare yau take the Apoſtles for your cloke, and 

D 2 their 
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Aas4. 32. | 
2 Tim. 4.10. 


Prov. 28.9- 


Tice2,11, I'2, 


(20) | 


their words, and a@ contrary to their life. they 


were guided by the Spirit of the Lord, and they 
did draw Diſciples after them, -out of the world 
and earthly mindedneſs, in whom the ſubſtance 
of all Types and Figures was made manifeſt, they 
had one heart, one minde : fome indeed did for- 
ſake ther, and imbraced the preſent world, as 
Demas : fo would you have us to forſake the 
power-of truth, and imbrace the preſent worlds 
then we fhould not abide in the calling, wherein 
we are called of the Lord, See what a confufi- 
on 1s 1n your words. 

Object. And fer the Lords eraciens guidance of your 
ſelte; in the affairs of ſo great concernment , we foall 
ever pray. | 
 Anſw, You are blinde without the truth, and 
your prayers. are an abomination unto the Lord, 
and they who have the gracious guidance of the 
Lord will witneſs us; for the free grace of. God 
that brings ſalvation, you have turned into wan» 
tonneſs, it teacheth them to deny ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, them we own; where this 
grace doth guide, we have unity with them ; 
but where this free grace hath appeared, and 1s 
turned into wantonneſs, them we deny, and there 
1s your conditions : the grace of God. hath ape 
peared in many of the Juſtices, which hath 
brovghe them from under your bondage, which 
will not be your Executioners, to execute your 


wrath and malice upon the harmleſs, innocent 


people : It hath been of Jate, that they who 
lived under your Miniſtry, the Lord alone was 


pleaſed to manifeſt himſclt in them, ſo that they 
are 
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(21) | | 
are brought to deny you, and declare what was 
freely revealed in them; preſently you cryed out 
againſt them, and had them before Magittrates 
to ſuppreſs the truth, praiſed be the Lord who 
hath enlightened many by, and with his own 
lighr, and is ſetting up his own Kingdom to his 
own glory 3 praiſes, praiſes be unto the Lord God y,,,,,.. 
Almighty : never did the Apoſtles goto any Ma- 
giſtrate to ſuppreſs people, ſtrangers, who wit- 
neſle forth the power of truth in any g whereit 
appears, that you have not the ſame Spirit that 
was in them : Itis the evilin you which would 
have the truth it ſelf ſuppreſſed. It is of great 
concernment for you to ſtand up to maintain your | 
Kingdoms for if truth riſe, ye ſhall loſe your | 
Kingdom , eternally fhall you witneſs us to he | 
no Seducers, be ye witneſles againſt your ſelves, 
that ye are witneſſes againſt the power of t,23.31. 
truth. 


Another Petition put up by the 
Prieſts in Weſtmertand, 


| 
| 
| 
j 

Prieſts = the Right Honorable, the Juſtices 'F 

Petition. of peace fox this County of Weſt- ; 

merland. 
Anſw, That which is Right Honorable, 1s that 

which is pure, which is of God, which worſhips the 

Father of heaven and earth ; now all people-fear John $,41,4%.. | 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,and ſee if there be not cor- 


TuPtion within, that would be honored and wor- 
ſhipped, 
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22) 
ſhipped; as ye read wr the Scriptures, the 
who honored the Lord leſus Chriſt, cryed agin 
| deceirsz and Ieſus Chriſt teſtified againſt the - 
works of 'the wotid; and the Apoſtles teſtified 
8gainſt the ſame; bu: that which was pure, they 
ſetup in their ſouls, and fodo we, and honor in 
our ſouls, | 
Friefts Pettiion, The humble Petition of ſeve= 
ral Gentlemen, Miniſters of the Goſpel and 
others, friends and ſervants to Jeſus Chriſt, his 
Guſpel-truths and Ordinances, and the general 
wealth of this Commonwealth and Nation. 
Anſw. Never did the Goſpel Miniſters put up 
a Petition to a Magiſtrate to maintain the Goſpel, 
nor the ſervants of Teſus Chriſt, wherein it ap- 
2 Conroy: Pears that you are Miniſters of the Letter, which 
2 Cor.z.6, 1s carnal and death, and you muſt havea carnal 
1Jobn3.1z. weapon to hold you up ; for ſhame give over your 
= 5 ine Profeſiion : and you profeſs humbleneſs, your 
2h humbleneſs is to perſecute, here y01 ſhew forth 
the nature of Cain, and void of the knowledge 
ot Ieſus Chriſt, and the Ordinances of Ieſus 
Chriſt was never ſet up by man, but man who 
lived in his own will was ever againſt them; and 
you know nothis Ordinances, for they that knew 
his Ordinances, were not perſecutorsz but Paul 
before he was a Miniſter of ITeſus Chriſt, and 
knew his Ordinances, he came with Letters from 
the Priefts, to perſecute the Saints who be- 
lieved in Ieſus Chriſt, and were of one ſou}, and 
met together, yea in the night time, all night, 
where it ſhews you have but the form, not the 
power, which muſt be turned away from, accord. 
0g to Scripture, Priefts 


Jobn 9.7. 


Mat.10.10. 


2 : 
. Prieffs Petition. Shebe? that in the late wars) 
we, or the moſt of us, did expoſe lives, liber- 
ties, eſtates and relations, with all other per- 
' ſonal advantages, in the juſt defence of Religion 
and Liberty, in concurrence with, and main- 
tenance of the juſt proceedings of our Parliaments 
| after the proſperous effeAs whereof, we expect- 
#4 ed the ſettlement of the grand ends of our En- 
5 gagement, and ſomuch the more, as being the 
q promiſe of the Parliament, the vows of their af- 
fetions, the price of our prayers, purſes, hazards, 
toſſes, baniſhments, and the blood of many thou- 
ſands our fellow ſervants in the work of God, 
i freely ſacrificed in the quarrel of this Nation : 
what hath been done in the ſettlement of our 
Civil Rights, Peace, and wholſom Law, we hleſs 
| God for; and the Parliament as his Inftruments ; 
' nor can we but acknowledge, what hath been 
| done by them in the cauſe of God, as their Ads 
| againſt Adulteries, Fornication, Swearieg, Drun-"" 
kenneſs, Sabboth-breaking, Ordinances agaiwft 
( Promoters of Heretica} Dodrines , Acts againſt 
i Ranters or Blaſphemers; may the Lord increaſe 
P the number of theſe things. 

Anſw, If ye will ownthe wholſom Lay, ye 
wilt own us, but this is but a pretence, for who 
| owns the wholſom Law, denies all corruption 
4 thisis but a pretence, whereby ye make a colour 

to make them that live in the truth, to appear odt- 
ous ntothe world, ſetting forth your ſelves unto 
the world, Phariſee like, and there to make the 
pure truth odious, through your envious mindes; 
but the day doth declare all thipgs, your end _ x Cor, 2:13. 
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© bow. 4 


* OSS Re oe rage ton ature 2g; Þ ho 
- Pr = y 


(24) |. 
make it manifeſt, though — pretend your ſelves | 
to be Minifters of the Goſpel, yet your ends will 
ſhew you to be bloody Catxs, and it doth now be- 
gin toappear, the ſecond birth is brought forth, | 
which doth not own your ſacrifices, this birth you 
A "HH 7: ſeek to (lay. | 
Pr, 0bj, Yet ſoit is,thart in this County, ſeverall 
perſons prolelytes of one Gee. Fex,and Fames Nay- 
ler, doin the time of our Aſſemblies, ordinatily 14 
a way of contempt and ſcorn, come in anong us, 
with their hats on;at time of our prayer or linging 
uſed in-our Gongregations, ſome of them ſhew 
violent a&ions in time of Sermon or prayer, or 
ſinging, and cry out aloud with horrible clamors, 
[landers,abuſes,reproaches againſt out Miniſters. 
Anſw, That is falſe, for our friends ſhew no 
violent aftions, but are againſt them, but come 3 
peaceablyin,; andif they be moved by:the Lord 
tocry aloud, who art thou that wilt withſtand 
the Lord « Do not you read in the Scripture, 
that the- Lord ſent his Prephets, and bad them 
_Th.58.r. cry aloud and ſpare not, And as for clamors 
we utterly deny, it is your own : and as for flan- 
ders,abuſes, reproaches, we utterly deny,it is your 
own, we are againſt all filthy minds, that give 
forth reproaches, but we ſpeak the ſame language. 
the Scripture doth from the ſame Word that gave 
it forth; and your Miniſters which go in that 
Ia. $6.10-13. path, which all the holy men of God cried out a- 
yinſt, we ſpeak the ſame language againſt them 
that they die, and by the ſame fpirit, we ſee them 
takea!l peop'e to record to jugge, qwhe have a 
light in their underſtandings, and the fegr 4 the 
\ ord 
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e239 
Lord to judge, do not your Prieſts bear rule by 


your means z and was It Rot a horrible _ thing Ter. 5: 30, 32, 
1n:the time of Feremy? and is not the ſame held up Ter. uo. -1. 


in this agenow? anddothey not ſeck for their 
gain from their Quarters, greedy dumb dogs 2 Do 
not they rake money for that which is not bread? 
And do they not now ſeek for the fleece &, cloath 
with the wool], and make a prey of the people, 
which Ezekiel cryed wo againſt. | 


And areyou not Hirelings, which M#cah cried Micah 3.11. 


againſt, and them that put not into your mouthes, 
you prepare watrre againſt them, ſue themn at the 
Law, and are you not called of men, Maſters ? 
Have not ye the chicfeſt places in the Aſſemblies ? 
Stand praying in the Synagogues? And do you 
not lay heavy burdens upon the people, which 
Jeſus Chriſt cried wo againſt ſuch ?fAre not you in 
the ſame ſteps here? Letthe Scripture it (elf judg 
you ; and do not yon draw people to thoſs' things 
which there 1s no Scripture for, telling them of a 
Sacrament, for which there 1s no Seripture, t21- 
lirg them of ſprinkling infants, whieh there is no 
Scripture for, telling people they are Ordinances; 
all ſuch Ordinances wedeny : but the Ordinances 
of God weown. And doth not the Scrip:ure ſar, 
He that addes or diminiſhes, the plagues are ad- 
ded unto him? And were not the Galatians be- 
wiched who were drawn from the anointing 
within them , which God had commanded > And 
donnt you draw people to the things there is no 
Scripture for, telling people they are Ordinances, 
and are not you in the ſame generation, bewirch- 
ing people,drawing them from the Spirit of the 

| E Lnra 


Mat.23.6,7,%. 


Revy,:2,13. 


Gy). 2.1. 
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Mat.10.22. 


2 Per. 2.3.13, 
14,15. 


Fial.6.23, 6,7» 


(26 
Lord within them, ro or your imagination 
and them that do not, you perſecute them whe 
obey the commands of God, and the Ordinances 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to walk in the truth in the inward 
man, which is unknown to you in the world, but 
1t1s thatthe Scripture might be fulfilled , They 
{hall be hated of all men for my names ſake; and 
they through fained words, ſhall make merchan- 
dize of you, faith the Apoſtle, who goin the way 
of Cain to murther, who love the wages of un- 
righteouſneſs, who have the Spirit of error, and 
cauſes people toerre, for the minde that goes 
from the pure within is erred, and that ſets up Baal 
without, before God, but all whofe mindes are 
guided by the Spirit of the Lord up to God, deny 
all Baals Prieſts, now do not ſay this 1s railing or 
falſe-accuſing; in theſe ſteps are you, which the 
holy men of God cryed out againſt, read your 
ſelves, andlet all men judge; and as for coming 
into your 'Synagogues With hats on when ye are 
ſinging of Pſalms, thou Prieſt; haſt not thou one 
Or two caps on, and when ye read Pſalms hats 
muſt be on, and when ye fing them hats muſt be 
off: here ye worſhip the works of your own hands. 
As Davids tremblings, quakings, waſtings, weep- 
ings, roarings till his ſight grew dim, and watered 
his bed with his tears, and roared all the day long, 
prophefies, praiſes, prayers, theſe you ſing, having 
turned them into Rime, crying, Let us fing to 
the praiſe and glory of God, which 1s all to his 


_ diſhonor : ifone ſhould ſee one of you lie in Da- 


vids condition weeping and roaring, and turn it 
into Metre, and go among a deal of ignorant _ 
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ple, and cry, let us ſing to the praiſe and glory of 
God, would you notſay we made a Ryme of you? 
as you have made of David : All ſuch praCtiſes 
and ſingings we deny, but we will ſing with the 
Spirit, and with Grace and Underſtanding ; The 
Apoſtles which you profeſs in words, you do nor 
read that when they went into the world, they 


oave Davids Experiences in Metre to ſing, but r Cor.r4.rs, 


was againſt a]l Traditions of men; and ſoare we 
now, with the ſame Spirit. | 

Prieſts Petition. To the ſtirring up of woful tu- 
mults, evident diſturbance of the work, and the 
turning of the peaceable Aſſemblies of the Church 
ef Chriſt into the groſleſt confuſion. 

A-iſw. For ſhame never mention your Churches 
to be the Churches of Chriſt, which will fo ſoon 
be turned into confuſion, do not fo diſhonor the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt,and ſo little eſteem his Church, 


Muk 7.13, 


Col.2.8. 


which is the Pillar and Ground of Truth , and . 


can the Pillar and Ground of Truth be ſhaken ? 
A Church muſt be that which is the Ground and 


* Pillar of Truth; the Church of Chriſt needs not 


have a carnal weapon to maintain it, but it 15 now 
as It was; they who had received the ſubſtance 


came into the Afﬀemblies, witneſſed forth the ſub- 


ſtance, and were Haled forth, and'bruiſed, and 
abuſed, ſtocked and ftoned, ſo do you us now, 
a!moſt ſmothered in. yoiir 'Afﬀemblies; how dare 
you ſay, ye are peaceable,” when yeare fo in rage 
againſt a peaczable people, who come among you 
for your ſouls good, that yemay be directed un- 
tothe Lord, when eternally ye ſhall witneſs us, 
though now you would Jevbur we <4 

EK 2 Priejis 


i Timug 15. 


AQts,7.48. 
Aats 21.30. 


Sa'.s.t, 


Ephbefl.2.2, 
Acs 19.8. 
AQs 17.17. 
Mat. 24. 34,35 


C2 

Prieſss Petition, UN," £/ WHEN is ſuch, and 
with ſo continual violence againſt the moſt godly 
of our Miniſters, in all places in their travels, in 
the ſtreets, abuſing them. with railing language, 
ſcornful behaviours, walking in the Markets'with 
ſach great numbers together. "wn 

VCAnſw. As for violence, wedeny it, it is your 
Dwn, youſheyw it daily, and in this Petition you 


make it appear; As for godly Miniſters , ſuch 
 weſetup, who are made Miniſt 


ers by the will of 
God, and not by the will of man; but ſuch as are 
made Miniſters.by Oxford and Cambridge, ſuch we 


deny, they who are made Miniſters by the will 


of Godwill not perfecute any, but here you make 
your ſelves manifeſt not to be ſuch; for if ye were, 
ye would own us. As touching railing language, 
icornful behaviour, it is falſe, it is your 6wn, and 
herein you do abuſe us; ſach practiſes we deny, 
which are according to the courſe of the world : 
Was it not the practiſe of the Apoſtles to diſpute 
daily in the Markets, in the Schools, in the Sy- 
nagogues, and their practiſe here you do deny, 
and ſhew your ſelves to be in that generation that 
perſecuted the Apoſtles, who now perſecutes us, 
where the ſame power is made manifeſt, but it is 
that the Scripture may be fulfilled, for every jot 
and cittle muſt be fulfilled, | 

Prieſts P:tition, And ſcarce paſling by any not of 
their judgement, without abufing words, that it 
cannet but ſhew us, as no ſmall Symptomes of 


bad deſigns, ſo no ſmall reaſon to provide for our | 


ſecurity. - 7 EAHNO 
Anſw, As for abuſive words, it is falſe, It isthe 
| | | abuſive 
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abuſive minde that PE. hich now appears to 
ſcandal the truth : Several of us, who be of one 
heart, meet together ſometimes in the Marker, 
and ſometimes in other places ; and if we ſee pride | 
and drunkenneſs, and be moved to reprove and 
exhort; ſee and hear curſed ſpeakers, ſwearers, c 
moved to reprove and exhort them or men fight- 
ing and. brawling, cozening, cheating , deceitful 
marehandizing, lying and diſembling, which we 
ſay wo is upon, do you call this abuſive ? and we 
bid them repent, and turn unto the Lord while 
they have time, and now to prize it, for the great 
day of the Lord is coming, wherein every one 
ſhall give an account : And the Apoſtle warned 
all, ſmall and great, to turn unto the Lord and 
repent, which we cannot but do the ſame, who 
have found mercy of the Lord, who brought us 
to repentance, and changed our lives; and this 
is it which you call abuſive: And poor creatures, 
ye need not ſeek for ſecurity, for there is none of 
them who are friends of the truth,and 1n the truth 
that will hurt you : Now do you fkew your ſelves 
to walk in theApoſtles practiſe,or quite againſt11? 
here you openly ſhew your ſelves ro be men who 
would uphold iniquity and vice, and would not | 
have it reproved, but perſecute ſuch who reprove E: 
the wicked ; whoſe righteous ſouls are vexed, as > 
Juſt Lots was, with your filthy Converſation, who Fanpop 
uphold iniquity, and live init : Tis written, The Jer.17 5. 
wicked [hall fear, wherethere 15,10 fear; and did not 
the true Prophet ſay ? Curſed i he that makes fleſh his 
arm. ana pats his firength in man, 
Pri:fts Petition, That itis their great deſign to ſtir 

; | up 


Rom.14.i2. 


Rom.9.10, 


Mat. 23. 
2 Pet.a.3. 


A&58.18-23. 
£y,40, 


| 30 [1-1 
up the ſpirits of WOK od the Miniſters of 
England in general, without diſtinQtion , ſetting 
forth and ſending abroad daily, almoſt Libels and 
flanders againſt the Office as needlefs. 

eArſw The Spirit of God, if it be raiſed up, 
we do witneſs it will teſtifie againſt you, and all 
your practiſes; and whereas we are moyed to 
write abroad, ithewing forth the errors and de- 
ceits of you, which as a ſcandal you call to be 
Libels: butifever you own the Prophets, Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles, ye will own them, which are 
given forth by the ſame power and Spirit : and 
all your Offices which are made by man, and are 
of man, we deny, and ſlanders we deny, they are 
your own, and npw you vent them forth. 

Prieſts Petition. Terming them as or under the 
names of Antichriſts, Antichriſts Merchants, 
Tythe-Mongers, Robbers, Deceivers, Miniſters 
of the world, Prieſt: , Murtherers, Conjurers, 
Devi's, and attempting to make Proclamations in 
the epen markets to the ſaid effect. 

Azxſ. Are you not Antichriſts?do not you atthoſe 
things Chriſt forbids, and upholds that which 
Chriſt doth forbid, ſhewing your ſelves te be An. 
tichriſts ? do not you mount upinto the higheſt 
places in Aſſemblies, are called of men Maſters ? 
which Chriſt forbids, and ſaid to his, be ye not 
called fo : And donot you buy and ſell the Let- 
ter, make merchandize of it; when as the Miniſter 
of God ſaid, that rhe gift of God could not be 
bought and fold for money ; and ſaid he was in 
the gall of bitterneſs who thought to buy 1t : and 


here you ſhew your ſelves to be 1n the gall of bit- 


> || terneſls, 


v-, 
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terneſs, repent , repent, that the thoughts of 


our hearts may be changed : and Fob ſaid, that 
the wiſdom of Gol cannot be bought and ſoid for 
money, nor gold, nor pearls, nothing is to be 
eompared unto itz and do not you ſhew your 
ſelves to be merchants of the Letter, for the gift 
of God cannot be bought and ſold: And do not 


you openly ſhew your ſelves to take Tythe of 


people, and do not walk according to the Law : 
Levi, who received Tythes, the ſtrangers, father» 


be filled, which ye donot ſo, ſhewing the ſpirit 
of error, and yet would be maintained in your 
deceit, but God in his infinite love hath raiſed up 
a light, gathering his people from you, diſcover- 
Ing your deceit. 

Are yenot Robbers? do not you ſteal the words 
of the Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and ſell 
them for moaey; and ſo are Theives and Rebbers 


which Ieſus Ghriſt ſpoke of, which goes not in at Jer.23.0, 
the door, but climb another way ; and that Gene. 19ba 10.1, 


ration perſecuted Chriſt, and here you ſhew your 
ſelves to be perſecuting them in whom he is 
rifen. 

Are ye not decetvers? when as you draw peo- 
ple to thoſe things God never commanded, and 
tel] people they are Ordinances of God; As 


ſprinkling ofinfants,and ſaying the Steeple-houſe Col.z. 22, 
is the Church, and the houſe of God, and tells 29.27» 


people ye are the Minifters of God, when he ne- 
ver fent you, but ſtudies a Devination of your 
own brain, and not from the mouth of the Lord : 


here you ſhew your ſelves. to be Conjurers, and 
hold. 


Job 28.x5,16 


. _ : Deu, 26 12,1: 
leſsand widows were to come within his gate and peu, 1; .2 * 
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| hold up outward | Jae. ary Traditions and Cu- 
ſttoms, Tythes, Formal Singing, Praying ; do you 
| not here ſhew your {elves to be Miniſters of the 
+ Ip world; for whatis ated outwardly is worldly, 
| your original is werldly, your Hebrew, Latine 
and Greek is worldly, your Church 1s worldly , 
bat the Saints Church is1n God, as Pasl, Silvanns 
and Timakesto the Church of the Theſſalonians 
which was in God: Do not you ſhew your ſelves 
to be murtherers, 1n the generation of the Prieſts 
Cain-like ? do you not ſhew it openly, do not ye 
ſeck to perſecute and put in priſon : fome you 
have impriſoned, fome you have haled out of 
your Aſſemblies, ſome ye have ſtoned and buffet- 
ed: donot you ſhew your ſelves to be of the ge. 
neration with the Prieſts, whoſe Miniftry was 
; worldly, and ſo ever the Miniſtry of the Letter 
| perſecuted the Miniſters of the Spirit: ſo it 1s 
now, here the Scripture is fulfilled, | 
Ard are net you of the Devil? they that abide 
not in the truth, are of the Devil: and do nct 
you thew your {c]ves to be Devils, ofthe Devi), 
Murtherers 3 he was a murtherer from the begin- 
ning, and which of you can ſay, you come to the 
beginning, bur are ſeeking now to deſtroy the in- 
nocent, a peaceable, harmleſs people, to bring 
them into priſon, and into bondage; do not you 
ſhew your ſelves to be murtherers, ſecking to de- 
vour; as the lews, who ſaid Gad was their Fa- 
ther, when they went about to kill Chriſt, and 
were of their father the Devi), doing the luſts.of 
| their father; which generation you ſhew your 
| Jebn8.44. ſelyesto beip,cnvying the righteous ſeed, where it 
| Is 


j Theſſ: 1.1. 
x John 3. 15. 
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2 John 1.9. 
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is brought forth, but God of his infite power 
and love, doth preſerve his little ones from your 
* hands, fromdevouring them,to him beall honor, 
; £ and glory, and praiſe, who maintains his own 
truth,and ſets up his own Kingdom, whoſe ſword 
0 is his Word,and to it ſhall all Nations bow;though 
| you and many others, who are now fighters againſt 
Gad, and would have the Magiſtrates to help Heb.4. 12. 
you,tis hard for you to kick againſt the pricks;but 
God hath raiſed up a light in many of the Magi- **59+: 
ſtrates to ſee your decelts, and your envy is made 
appear. 

Prieſts Petitien. T hat their main drift is, to en- 
gage the people againſt the Miniſtry by reaſon of 
Tythes , crying out with open clamor againſt 
Tythes, as Unlawful, Antichriſtian, to the neceſ- 
ſary overthrowing of the Laws, to that purpoſe 
bringing an odium upon the Government, and 
tending to ſtir up {edition in the people, to with- 
draw their due obedience from the Laws and Go- 
vernment of England, 

A-ſw.The receiving cf Tythes 1s Antichriſtian : 
Aceyeall blinde? did ever any of the Apoſtles | _ 
or Chriſt receive Tythes, or commanded any ſuch 
thing? was not he the end of the Law? and 
where the S;irit of Jeſus Chriſt is, it teſtifies a- 
oainſt you, who neither walk according to the 
Law nor Goſpel: for whom he made Miniſters, M1:.1o is, 8. 
he ſent them forth freely, without a bag, or ſtick, 
or ſcrip, without two coats, freely ye hove re. 
ceived, freely give, the workman is worthy of 
his meat; bntheze's no Tythes, no Augamentati- 
i ons: now you arenot herein theſteps of them 

F whom 
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| q 
whom Chriſt ſent Rs £2 ſhews tht you run 
before you be ſent ; and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is ftired up in any,it cries againſt all fueh un- 
11phteous wayes. 
Whcreas you ſpeak of a neceſſary overturning 


. the Law, therein you ſhew forth your weakneſs, 


and a ming/e-mangle of your mind, As for bring- 
ing an 04/zm upon the government, it is falſe, for 
the righteous Law of God we honor, and ſet upin 
our {cu!s, and that is te govern that which is ur- 
ruly avd u11juft, As for ſtirring up ſedition, as for 
drawing people from the righteous Law of God, 
thar is your owa condition under a pr: tence of 
m:kfng people believe we deny government and 
the law; that is falſe, 

If you vvere as careful] and vvatchfull in your 
own Kingdom, over drunkards, blaſphemers, 
{wearers, fighters, liars, if you were as watchful! 
over they, then you might ſay you vvere friends 
of the government, and :f the righteous law 3 but 
if any come into the markets, aud reprove ſuch 
things, or read a paper in the, market againſt un- 
cleanneſs, ſuch you hale out, ſtove and perſecute; 
herein you fhew there is no friendſhic with the 
Law; but ifa man bring a fieve of Ballads, or J-ſt 
beoks, Rimes or Theames, and ſing theſc in the 
markets; theſe are ſuffered, theſe Libels are not 
minded ; which ſhews now your venome againſt 
the truth, and againſt them thut ſpeak frem che 
meuth of the Lord. 

; Pr, Petitioy, That befi%s what others perhaps 
may know of the bl.ſphemies of them, we do 
Plain'y {ee and know, that their practiſes do exe 
ceedingly 


(35) 
ceedingly ſavour of Sorcery, the quakings, ſwel- 
livg:, rearing, foamings, and fuch as we neyer ny 
heard of, but ſuch as were p:fſefſed of the Diyel, jam.e. 4. 
| of perſons at their meetings, and eſpecially of 
young children, 
Anſw. You can judge no otherwiſe, be- 

ing of the generation of them that perſe- 

cuted Chriſt. calling truth blaſpnemy , but blaf- 
phemy wedo deny, ſorcery practices we deny, 

and we ſce yeu in that geeration, in witchcraft 

and ({orcery, drawing people to follow your in- 
vention, who have painted your ſelvcs with o- 

thers words, myltery, witchcraft, all who are 
drawn from the Spirit of the Lord with in, to fol- 

low your imaginations, are bewitched by you 

with evill thcughts, 

A nas for quakingps, roarings, tremblings, you 

ſay you never heard of, and before you profeſlcd 
your ſelves to be Miniſters of the Goſpel, and yet 
arc ignorant of the S:riptures, you are blind, and 
do you make your lelves ſo openly blird and ig- 
norant, as not to hear of quaking ? Moſes when he 
heard the Lord ſpeak unto him, he trembled, and 
durſt nct behold, and Aeſes quaked and excee- 
divgly feared, and the whole mount quaked. And A8s7.34 
Daniel when he heard, trembled, and his breath 
and ſtrength was gone. And Habakkuk he trem- 


bled, & quivered, his belly ſhook, that he might pe 


reſt in the day of trouble, And Penl he tremb'cd aa 5. 
when he came among the Corinthians, he w:$ with ! Cor. 2.3. 
them in much weakneſs and trembling, and he on 
bade the Saints: work out their own ſalvation 
with fear and trembling, And Feb he trembled, 
"2 and 


Iſai.66.2. 5+ 


Jer. 5,22, 


Pſal.6. 


Heb, 12. 1. 
Plal, 2.19, 20. 
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Plal.119. 120, and Davidhe quaked and trembled, his bones did 
: quake, And:1/a/ah ſaid, Hear the word of the- 


Lord, all ye that tremble at his word, And Ghiiſt 


«ſaid, Your brethren that hated you, and caſt you 
out for my names ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be glo. 


ified, but he ſhall appear to your joy, but they 
ſhall be aſhamed. And do not you caſt us out in 
your mouthes, as the filth and cft-iconring of the 
world 2 Is not here the Scripture fulfilled ? 
And Feremy which was ſent to ſpeake unto the 
people the word of the Lord, ſaid, Hear this,a foo- 
liſh people without underſtanding, will ye not 
fear me ? will ye not tremble at my preſence, who 
have placed the ſand for the bound of the ſea, and 
ſuch a people then upheld Prieſts that bare 
rule by their means, ſo doe you now. And 
Davidhe roared, and watered his bed with his 
tears, and his fleſh waſted till be could number his 
bones ; will you ſay that alli theſe were poſſeſſed 
with the Divell?2 The ſame power of God we 
witneſs now,as was then, and we witneſs the Scri- 
prure fulfilled, and bave a- cloud of witneſles, 
which are recorded in the Scriptures,it ſhews that 
they have not heard his voyce which ſhakes the 
earth ; who denies the Letter,are not Miniſters of 
che Lecter- | | 

Pr. Pet. And Giving too ſad a ſuſpition of it,and 


_ themore byicaſon of the known iuſpitions upon 


Geo. Fox to deal with the Divell before ever he 
came te us1n theſe parts. 

Anſm, Whereas you ipeak of a known 
ſuſpition, you have a ſuſpition and knownothing; 
he that knows doth not ſuipea, but hath an _— 

ible 
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lible judgment to judge LR from error (with 
evil thoughts ye judge, as they did of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who calied the Maſter of the Houle BeelF«bub ; 
which generation it appears you are of, And as 
for dealing with the Divel,it is your own; fur I do 
witneſs the works of the Divell deſtroyed : for 
where eſus Chriſt is made manifeſt, the works of 
the Divell are deſtroyed; therefore do you per- 
ſecute me, becaule I teſtifce againſt you, that your 
deeds areevill. And dealing with the Divel 1 ut- 
terly deny,and the works of darkneſs ; for he that 
is bora of God fins not, neither can he, becauſe 
the ſeed of God remains in him, and the evill one 
cannot touch him : but if they call the maſter of 
the houſe Ber/Febub, what will they do unto the 
children? So it was, Jeſus Chriſt, Lord and Ma« 
ſter, had that portion of the world, it is the ſame 
now where he 1s made manifeſt in any, the ſame 
generation, perſecutes, itis no ſtrange thing. 

Pr, Petition. That we know the Principles of 
ſome of their followers, are againſt ſubjeCtion to 
Magiſtrates, againſt Giſtinction amongſt meoy, and 
the practices of the moſt 1s ſuch, that there is a de«= 
nying of relations, children profetledly refuſing 
{ubjection to their Parents, and ſervants to their 
maſters. 

Anſw. Whereas you ſay we are not ſubject to 
juſtice,that is falſe; for conſcience iake let every 
ſoul be ſubject to the higher power: for all power 
1s of God, and he that reliſteth the power, refifteth 
the ordinance of God : So for conlicience fake, we 
honor juſtice, aadall men ia the Lord; but as for 


reſpecting perlons, we deny, for the Scripture Rom.13. 1,2. 


denies 


Junes 2, 9s 
R:y.a2. 15. 


Tobn 4. 23. 
Luke 1, 79. 


Mar. 23.9. 


AQs2.i8. 


1 Tim.$,13. 


Mat.21, 16, 
Mates. 25. 


Mat.10. 37 » 
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denies the fame,he that reſpeCts perſons commits 


fin, and isa tranſgreflor ofthe Law; He that was 
a miailter of ſeſus Chriſt,? ſaid this, Here you 


| ſhew your ſelves to be without, and no m1::i[ters 


of God, but would have others to tranſgrels the 
law of God, O falſe accuſers ! where do any walk 
ſtubbornly againſt their parents. but for conict- 
ence fake they cannot yeeld to thole things wiich 
carnally they would have them a@, as follow che 
worſhip of the world without them, and not wor- 
worſhip God 1n Spirit, and ſet up your teachers of 
the world. God hath raiſed up a light in many 
young children,draws them to himfelfe, and you 
tpue forth your venom againſt them ſervants aid 
children, becauſe they will not hold you up, and 
now when you are like to fal]. If Chriſts words 
thould be fulfilled where he ſaith, Call no man fa- 
ther upon earth ; and he that loves Father or 

mother more then me, is not worthy of me, what 
would you ſay to that? Fathers and mothers paſs 
away, and that love that is in the fleſh, but the 
Father, the Lord God of Heaven and Earth,is for 
ever, and who ov ns him, will not walk in diſobe- 
dience to any th.ng, but the evill ; and if God put 
into the mouth of any ſervants to ſpeak, that doth 
not take them from faithfulneſs in the outward to 
their maſters where they are : But you accuſers, 
which have the form of godlineſs, but deny the 
power, ever ſhew forth your ſelves; Where do 
any of the ſervants maſters go to complain to the 
Magiſtrates ? But you Prieſts ſhew yourſelves 
bufie about other mens matters, only to hold up 

your own profits, and accuſe the juſt with many 
falſe and ſcandalous flanders, Pr, 


Li 
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Pr, Petition. T hat Mn. ſenſible yvhat confu- 
flons, diviſions, tumults and parties are made by 
theſe mens difturbances, and cannot but with ſad- 
neſs of ſpirit, remember that ſuch ſmall begin. 
nings haye in other nations grown to cat out their 
peace,and ſtagger the foundation of their States, 
as alſo to lay it before you, vvhat advantage it 
gives for the common enemy, weakens the Parlia- 
ments intereſt in the peoples hearts, 

Anſw. Truth ever ſtirred 2p confuſion vyhere 
it vvas though it lay cloſe till truth came, 
as you read in the Seriptures, Chriſt came to put 
firein the earth; and the Apoſtles vvhere they 
came in the markets or Synagogues, vvho vvitnel- 
ſed forth the ſubſtance, to draw people to it, to 
ſerve the Lord in newnels of life, to come up into 
the everlaſting truth and peace, then eyery one 
ſtood up in his own imagination and thoughts, as 
youdo now to oppoſe the truch, and ſaid they 
would turn the vvorld up fide down, 

Pr. Petition. Toſce ſuch perſons unreſtrained, 
crears diiconrents, and lajesa clear foundation for 


, Civill wars,or at leaſt advantage to the HofRanders, 


or French now in arms againſt us, to carry on their 
wicked intentions vvith greater facility. 

4:ſw. The intention of your mind is to have 
truth reſtrained, yyhich takes away the occaſions 
of all vvarrs,and brings into love” and true hear- 
tedneſs,-and there 3s nothing diſcontent yvith 


us, but that yvhich doth not abide in the truth. 


And vvheras thou ſpeakeit of vveakning the Par- 
liamente intereſt, and Iayipg a foundation of new 


vvart; This is hatched in yuur owa minds, ſo co 
incenſe 
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incenſe ipnorant yeophd, it is your own intereſt 
that you fear; for if the Parliament ſhould rake a» . 
way your iythes and your means, little love 
would appcartothem; for it hath been al:eady 
ſaid by you, that the Parliament hath opened a 
gap for all blaſphemings, but the hinds of evil do- 
ers we do not ſtrengthen; and you are the men 
that raiſe up civil warres againſt them that live 
peaceably an love peace, and go about to take a- 
way the ocalions of all warres. For the world 
r:if $ upa perſecution and a civill warre againſt a 
peaceab'e people, whole intents are to bring up 
all to God, tolive in unity one with another, to 
be of one h-art and one mind, and one feul to 
ſerve God in newneſs of lite, whom Chriſt Ieſus 
hath ſet free from tne Traditions and Rudiments 
of the world. Now who are {ct free from the 
world, you bring under ycur bondage, and perte. 
cute them, if they will not obey you, ſhewing 
forth the nature of Phararh, not letting Iliracl go 
to ſerve God. 

Prieſts Petition. Therefore as you are Qhriſti- 
ans and E»eliſh Magiſtrates, vveare freemen born 
of Enzland,and deliing ſomthing more as inſtru- 
ments under God with others of your preſent 
peace,do beg an chalenge from you. 

Arſw, Now you ſhew your complements :; we 
are no breakers of peace, who owns the peace, 
owns us; and he that bears this ſword that cuts 
down all cortuption and filthineſs, owns us. For 
there 1s no peace te the yvicicd ſaith God., and 
this you ſhall all ind vvho vveuld. have peace to 
that vvhich muft die, it is vour eternall peace, ard 
Eternail 


- 
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eternal ſouls good, that we are moved of the Lord 
toſpeak unto you for, which eternally you fhall 
witneſs. 

Prieſts Petitien. 1.Your timely looking unto the 
Peace of England, that ir ſeems too evidently to 
be endeayored to be rent aſunder, 

Arnſw, Juſtices that keeps peace, we honor and 
ſet up, and wait all for the peace; but your 1n- 
tention in this, is to have truth ſuppreſſed, and 
wickedneſs flouriſh, and the works of darkneſs 
not diſcovered : here is Juſtice weakned,and the 
hand of evil doers ſtrengthened againſt the inno- 
cent, which ever the chief Prieſtsdids for they 
asked to releaſe Barabas, and crucifie Jeſus the 
innocent, and gathered the Elders againſt him,to 
{eek to put him to deathy ſo do you now, where 
he is made manifeſt, who are of the ſame gene- 
ration, 

Prieſts Petition, 2. The protection of our ſelves, 
and our Miniſters from violence, or diſturbance 
in our worthip of God, and ſuppreſſion of of- 
fenders. | 


Anſw.Where did the Saints or Miniſters of God 


feek toa Magiltrate to protet their worſhip ? but Aas 24.5. 


on the cantrary, they were perſecuted of ſuch, 
which the Jews and Prieſts did incenſe them to, 
witch 1s the ſame you do now; as the Jews who 
came againſt Pau), and faid he was a peſtilent fel- 
low, a mover of ſedition, a ſtirrer up of herehie, 
a Ring-leader of the Sect of the Nazarens, turn- 
ing the world up fide do:vn, and teaches contrary 
to our Cuſtom, and this holy place; he told ther, 
God dwclled not in Temples made with hands, 

G | neither 
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ARs 17.24,25 neither was he worſhipped with mens hands, 


which outwird cuſtom you are upholding now, 
11 the ſame nature that they were in; when the 
Jews brought Puulto Felix, hoJding up their own 
cu'toms by an outward Law, as imprifoning him, 
Pan! had no Law to maintain him, but the Law of 
God, andtke eternal Word to guide bim; and 
the ſame we do witneſs, againſt all the powers 
of men, but the power of God let every ſoul te 
{ubject too. 

Prieſts Petition, 3. Execution of the Statute a. 
gainſt Sabboth- breakers, and ſuch as under pre- 
tence of Religion, are in no Religious Allemblies 
that day, 

Anſw.All that live 1n pretence ef Religion, and 
not in power, is nothing; all that owns pure Re- 
ligion, owns us, and all that owns the Sabboth, 
the eternal Reſt, the eternal day, owns us; but 
while people have met together to fet up you, who 
in the week day invented faſhions, and on that 
day put it or, fo the eye goes out Josking at new 
faſhions, and in the week day follows oathes, 
drunkenneſs, prophareneſs, pleaſures, and ſuch 
prattiſes we deny 3 but to live righteouſly, ſober. 
ly in this preſent world, this we ewn gs and whom 
you finde wrangling, walking 1n uncleanneſs, 
curſed ſpeaking, fighting, drunkenneſs, upon ſuch 
you ſhould lay i he Law : for the Law was made 
for the Lawleſs,hut you pretended Miniſters, ſeek 
to b:ing upon us bounds, who are redeemed from 
theſe ways, through the love and power cf God; 
if you were the Miniſters of God, you would go 


about to bring people from under 21: Law, up to 
God, 
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God, but you ſhew your ſelves to beof that ge- 
neration which ſhut the Kingdom of keaven from 


men, which Kingdom 1s a Kingdom of peace, 


this we witneſs, 

Prieſts Petition. 4. Chargeto all differing judge- 
ments, to meet together each Lords day peace- 
ably , snd not to ſpread themſelves to ſeveral 
places for diſturbance, 

Anſw, Ii any be moved by the Lord, to come in« 
to your Aſlemblies, ro ſpeak the word of the 
Loid unto them,for your ſouls eternal happineſs, 
wou'd you have this limitred ? this is your iatent, 
to limit the Holy one of [ſrae]: As for diſturbance, 
we alldeny, and to draw peopleup to God, that 
we do, out of all carnal ways; for God is a Spi- 
rit, and will be worſhipped in ſpirit,and in truth, 
and this worſhip we own; and who are here, de- 
nies all your Temples and Prieſts; herein is one 
Prieft, Je{us Chriſt,theBiſhop of our ſouls; forthey 
who recelved the Subſtance, denyed the Prieſts, 
. and they met together the firſt day of the week, 
and when any was moved to gs forth, they went 
and witneſſed forth the Subltance to them that 
lived in the Shadows : this we do, and now to 
deny-you Prieſts (being ye cannot witneſs your 
cill) the Temple which God never commanded, 
they that are1n the Temples of God do : This 
dark Miniſtry hath long reigned over people.aad 


kept them in bondage, uuder imitated furtns, but Luke x. 79. 


now God 1s railing alight 1a his people,to gather 
 themup to himſelf, tolive in love and unity one 
with another. | 

Pr,Pet. 5.Suppreſlion of perſons living without 
any calling. G 2 Arſw, 
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* Anſw. Then this ſuppreſſion muſt come upon 


your ſelves , for you cannot witneſs that ever you 


were called of God, or ſent furth by Jeſus Chriſt 
to preach the everlaſting truth ; forif you were, 
you would not raiſe up perſecution againſt them 
that witneſs a call from the Lord : who of you 
receive whipping, Rocking, ſtoning , priſoning, 
buffzting, and haling us out of your Aſſemblies, 
who do pretend your ſelves to be Minifters of 
Chriſt: wait to have that ſuppreſled in your ſelves 
that perſecutes, then you will not ſeek to oppreſs 
the juſt for your own ende,that ye might be main- 
tained in your beaſtly worſhip,and your Antichri- 
{tian ways. 

Prieſts Petition.6. And your witneſſing againſt all 
blaſphemers of the name of God,eſpecially ſuch 
as are contained in the Acts of Parliament- 

Anſw, It you would have them witneſs againſt 
all Blaſpemers, then they muſt witneſs againſt 
you, who calls evil good, and good evil.and vents 
forth ſo many Blaſphemies againſt them who live . 
in the power of truth. 

Prieſts Petition. And if the app'ication of any 
effeftual remedy, lie not within your power, that 
you W1ll dleaſeto joyn with us in this defire, and 
tranſmic this caufe ro the knowledge of the Right 
Honorable the Councel of State, as a cauſe ſo 
nearly concerning the peace of Enzland, and we 
ſhall ever pray. &c. | 

Anſw. You would have a Lawor an A& forth, 
under a pretence to ſuppreſs the truth, under the 
name of Blaſpemy , becauſe it doth ſhake your 
Kingdum, who livein your (elf,ends: for ranting 

| ways 


ways and blaſpemy, we utterly deny, and takers 
of Gods name in vain, which ycu do in every 
word you ſpeak, becaule ye know him not : he 
is merciful to rhe juſt and unjuſt, but you ſhew 
your cruelty againſt the juſt, and perſecute them. 
Here ycu {hew forch your ſerpentine nature, and 
would beget others 1n the ſame envy to joyn with 
you, to be the ſtronger to tread down the truth ; 
as it is written, The Beaſt ſhall make war againſt 
the Lamb, but the Lamb get the victory, praiſes, 
praiſes for ever, be tothe Lord God Almighty 3 
you ſay the Lords Pr.y:r, Forgive ws, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us , but you perſecute them 
that ſeeks your ſouls health, ſeeking you, and 
not yours, their prayers are an abomination to the 


Lord, And what is Right and Honorable, will p.oy.22 g. 
deny all yon, and your Petitions; for they who Tobn 5:44. 


owns God and Chriſt ownsus, who owns peace p 
owns us,and we them in our ſouls; but all the pre- 
tenders of God and god/ineſs, who live 1n un- 
cleanneſs and ungodline(s, denying the power 
that cuts down iniquity, which we own and ſet 
up: Therefore all people whoſe mindes are now 
bent to raiſe up perſecution, andPrieſts who ſtands 
railing in your Pulpits, incenfſing ignorant people 
again(t harmleſs innocent people: Are not you 
laying here a foundition fora new war? and ſo 
digging a pit for your ſelves to fall into;you need 
never tear them who livein the power of truth, 
to raiſe up an outward war, but it is your falle 
ſuggeſtion, toincenſe people te make them be- 
lievelies; but God hath raiſed up alight in peo- 
ple, andin Magiſtrates, which diſcerns all your 
intents. An 
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An Order that was ordered at the Seſſions 
at Appleby in Weſtmerland, 


Pdered, That whoſcever fhat! hcreaftcy {iflurb any 
Miniſter tn the Publike Exirctſe of 1:5 Minge 
firy, within this Coint'y, ar ave ary ſcand'ams, oppro- 
b'ous terms againift aty 5f tom. ſhall bo 1yprevended by 
the Coriſiab/e; or Church w :xdens of th: place, where 
the effence ſhall be committed, and brong#t b:fore the 
next Fuſt:ce of te peace, to fiade Surtties for his or her 
goed bihawt ur, and upon refu(ins to jiude ſuch Sureties, 
tobe committed to the common Goal, i: willingly they 
ſhall do the ſa ne.o7 be from thence delivered by dut courſe 
ef Law: Andlikewiſe, all ſuch perſons as mc:t in great 
numbers and Aſſemblies ini the night time , within ths 
Cernty, (hall be apprehended, and bound togoodbeika.- 
vicur as aforeſaid. 


Y 


—_———— 


Prieſts. Rdered, That whoſoever ſhall here- 
0'd:r. aſter diſturb any Miniſter in the Pub- 
like Exerciſe of his Miniſtry within this Gounty, 
Anſw, The Law of the Land doth give free- 
dom to ſpeak,after the man hath done : and here 
you ſeem to make a new Parltament, and new 
Laws, contrary to the Law of the Land; and here 
you ſhew your ſelves not to do Juſtice, not act- 
ing according to the Law of the Land, and the 
Law of God : Moſes (aid, who witneſſed forth the 
Law, and was Ruler in the Law, he wiſhed that 
all Gods people were Prophets:now he was faith. 
tul in the Law of God, which God had command- 
cd 
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ed him : and. here thou ſhewſt ro a contrary to 
the Law of the Land, and turn'ſt thy felf out of 

thy juſtice: And the Miniſter of God ſaid, that all 

might ſpeak 1a the true Church, andif any thing 

were revealed to him that fate by, let the firſt 

hold his peace; for you may all prophefic one by 

one, that all may be edified, and God may be glo- 

rified z for the ſpirits of the Prophets are ſubject OY 
to the Prophets: and here you do ſhew your * ** 
{elves tobeno Prophets, nor no Miniiters, and 

your Church no Church; it any ſhould come in» 

to your Aſſemblies,and fit by, and ſomething be 

revealed to him, and he ſay, Let the other hold 

his peace z and you fay, he diſturbs the Miniſter : , Tg. 5.15. 
here you would quench the Spirit, and limit che Mar.1o.17.23 
holy one : And here 1s the Scripture fulfilled up- He LINEN 
on you ; If they ſhould ſpeak ycu would ſcourge 77007 
them 1n your Synagogues, nay, ſtone them, beat 

them, and impriſon them, and mock them : and 

is not Jeſus Chriſts words fulfiled here? And rhey 

ſhall perſecute you : and now you ſhew it forth) 

bluſh for ſhame, and never take him for a cloak, _ 

for you are in the ſame Generation of them tnat Mas. ra.om ad 
perſecuted them who lived in the truth, be ye 35. 
witneſſes unto your ſelves, that you are in the 25 21-59 
ſame nature that they werein , that haled Paul * * 
out of the Temple ; how d-r<ſt thou then take 
his words iÞto thy mouth : O brazen face beaſt, 
that doth not «bide the truth ! 

P ils 9:der, Or give any ſcandalous, opprobi- 
ous terms agualt any of them, fhall be apprehend- 
ed by the Conſtables &r Church. Wardens of the 
place, where the oft:ace thaill be committed. 

; Arſw. 
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Anſw, T hat which oo call ſcandalous terms, 
is the truth upon, the deceit, 'according to Scri- 
pture - For Paul ſaid, they were bewitched, them 
that were drawn from the Spirit of the Lord 
within them, to carnal circumciſion without them: 
ſo do you bewitch the people now, as ſprinkling 
of infants, ard telling them of a Sacrament, which 
there is no Scripture tor, and drawing them from 
their Teachzr within them; tor Feremiah laid, they 
bear rule by their means, and held up the horrible 
filthy th-1rg that was committed in the Lond; aud 
Iſaiah faid, they were greedy dumb dogs, which 
could not bark, which never had enough, lfecx. 
19g for their gain from their quartcrs: And all 
people conſider,de riot all the Provits ufthe wer'd 
bear rule by their means, 22G ik for their gain 
f.om their quarter : we ſpeak the truth, we have 
a cloud of witneſles: and X7;44 ſaid, the Prieſts 
preached for hire, and he that did not put into 
their mouthes, they prepared war agalaſt him : 
Do not you Peſts ſue men at the Law, if they 
donot put into your mouthes? nay,of your own 
Church: And yet profeſlſes your ſelves to be 
Teachers of Chriſt: O for ſhame bluſh! Paul 
that was a Miniſter of Chriſt, faid to the Saints 
that went to Law, there was not a wile man 2. 
mong them : and here thou (hewſt thy ſelf to be 
no Miniſter of Chriſt, no not to wa'k according 
tothe Letter, no not a wiſe man. Jeſus Chriſt 
laid, Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, hypo- 
crites, them that were called of men Maſters, and 
ſoare yous them that had the chicfeſt places in 
the Aſſemblies, and ſo have you; ſtand praying 

in 
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in the Synagofu?s, and ſo do yon; and vvitha Mr-23.6,7.8, 


pretence m*ke long prayers, deveuring Widows 25: 
houſes, and Ieſus Chriſt cried vvo agaiaſt ſuch, 


_ and you hold up thoſe things which Chriſt doth 


forb1d,»nd you do make men believe you are Mi- 

niſters of Chriſt, and that Chriſt hath ſent you, 

and a& thoſe things vyhich Chriſt doth forbid, 

andthe ſame wo is upon you-thzt was upon them, 

that held up thoſe praQtiſes z and the Apoſtle 

faid they had forſaken the right vvay, vvo unto 

them, for they have gone in the vvay of Caiz, and 

run greedily after the error. of Balaey, Are not 2 Pea.2.14.,' 
you in envy like Caiz, denot you ſhew it forth, Tude «. 
and run after the yvages of Zalaam, for gifts, re- 

wards, and coyetouſneſs, vvho make merchandiſe 

upon the people, and as Ezekel ſaid, they ſeek af- 

ter the Fleece, and eat the Fat, and cloath vvith 

the Wooll,and kill them that were fed, and made 

a prey upon them, and devoured them, But as the ,.. a 
Lord ſaid, I vvill gather them from their mouths, 1.4. ole: 
and feed them upon the mountains. And this ScriL. 
ture we witneſle to be fulfilled, praiſe and honor 

be to the Loid.. And you Prieſts do not you ſeek 
after the wool]? Will you make alye of Scripture? 
Friends, do not ſay this is railing, for I ſpeak the 
truth, and have a clcud of witneſſes, the prophets 


and Apoſtles which ſpoke from the ſame Word 


which is made magnifeſt, and Jets us ſee the de- 
ceits as they ſaw them, and cry agaiaſt them; and jc; 6. 
for Sions ſake we cannot hold our peace, | 
Order. And brought before the next Juſtice of 
the peace. | 
A:ſw, The Prophets and the Apoſtles that 
| H witnelled 


in mags >. _—_ 
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witneſſed forth theſe things, were haled to pri- 
At 24.56 ' ſon, and before the Magiſtrates, as you read in 
As 12.4,5, the Scripture , ſo here is the Scripture fulfilled, by 
As 16,22, the ſame generation, Pas! Was haled out of the 
Wd Temple, and was had to priſon, who witneſſed 
f rth the ſubſtance of all Types, figures, and fha- 
dow-. And though you have gotten Payls words, 
you fhew your ſelyes to be of the. ſame generati. 
AQ: 21-3%3! 0, kaling them out of the Temple, Be witneſſes 
againſt your ſelves,that you are perſecuters of the 

power of trnth. | 
Pr. Petition. To find ſureties for his or her good 
behaviour z and upon reſuſe to find ſuch ſureties, 
to be committed tothe common Goal, till willing- 
ly they ſhall do the ſame, or be from thence delt- 

vered by due courſe of Law, 

Anſw. Who are redeemed by the pretious 
Mat.23.2t- blood of Jeſus Chriſt, from their vain converſa- 


x Per.1,13,19 . : jt 
Phil. 3.20. , tions, wholiveup to God, who are the Minilters 


| Rom, 14+ of God, guided by the Spirit of God, need nor 


not havea law laid upon them, which is made 

forth:lawleis, to bind them to good behaviour. 
Rom.57 6, Theend of our miniſtry is to bring all men from 
Gl.3.19, under the occaſions of all laws into good behavi- 
our, to ſerve God in newneſs of life. For the law 
is made to bind them to goed behaviour, who 
walk in drunkenneſs, ſwearing, and fighting, and 
this 1s at liberty, where there 1s misbehaviour,and 
you lay your law upon us, which you cannot 
Marth 27, 26, accuſe; ſo Barabbas is ſet at liberty, and 
ARs13.10, Chrift is perſecuted and priſoned, and here you 

would lay your law upon them whom you can- 

not accuſe : therfore wo nnto you liars, who per- 
vert the counſel! of God. Pr, 


i 
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Pr. Petition, And likewiſe all ſuch perſons as 
meet in great numbers andafſſemblies in the night 
time within this County, ſhall be apprehended 
and bound to good bezhaviour,as aforeſaid. 

Anſw. This law 1t ſeems 1s made new, while we 
met together, tocard, to dance in Alechoules, to 
vein pleaſures, we were not accuſed, but now all 
theſc practiſes are denied, who are gathered by 


the ſpirit of the Lord, to exhort oae another day ,. 


and night, both which is according to the Sit; 


met together in the night time, If Paul and the 
Saints were here now, you which have got the 


. form of words, you would doit unto them, as you 


donnto us; for all is one, 


Some P leadings that paſſed between Juſtice 
Benſon, and ſome of the Bench con« 
cerning James Nayler. 


'T the Seffions of the peace holden at Appleby 
the 11 Cay of Tanuary 1652, upon the come 
| H2 mitmeat 
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mitment of James wal it being alledged that 

the words by him ſpoken, were not within the 
AQ againſt Blaſphemy, nor againſt any Law. Tc 
was replied by two of the Tuſtices, that rather 
then the ſaid Fames Nayler ſhould go at liberty, 
aad abroad in the Gounty, they would ſtand to 
the hazard of a fine to be impoſed upon them by 


the Tadges of the Aſſizes, or words to the ſame 
Effet, and another of the Iuſtices ſaid openly, 


T hat they rather committed him upon the Mini- 
ſters petition, (though no oath of the truth of any 
particular therein contained was made)then upon 
the Indictment, and upon making the Order a- 
gainſt the people of Gods meeting peaceably in 
the night ſeaſon, it being urged chat the Parlia- 
ment had given liberty of meeting : it was rep'1- 
ed, that it was no matter, they would in their dil- 
cretions reſtrain their meetings on che night time, 
or words the ſame in effeft. Another Tuſtice who 
gave the charge, who was formerly in arms a- 
gainſt the Parliament, the moſt part of his charge 
was compoſed of nothing elſe but railing againſt 


the p-ople of God, whom by way of reproach he._ 


called Quakers: the truth of theſe particulars 
will be atteſted upon eath. Likewiſe Taſtice 
Sar ing when I parted with him, told me, that he 
mult give an account at Newcaftleto the Mini- 
ſters aud others, of their proceedings; 


Fervis Benſon, 


It was ordered b; 19; Fuitices at Appleby, That James 


Naylei 87d Francis Howgill ſhould ftay in oe 
f 
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rill the petitions be anſwered, 1 wis moved to axſwer 
them, and we could not have a Copy of the petitions 
from Tho, Kilner the Clerk of the Peace, bat we 


wwſt pay four ſhillings and ſix pence for them,which we 
know was eppreſsion. 


mt. 


—_———— 


Prieſts Cruelty. 


He chief Prieſts wereever the greateſt perſe- 

cuters of the ttuth, and under the name of 
profeſiton, ſought always to deſtroy the ſeed of 
God where ever it was made manifeſt, and they 
are the ſame ſtil], vyhore ever the ſeed of God is 
raiſed up, then they in whom the ſeed of the Ser- Rev.12.3,4, 5, 
pent is head, ſcek to devour it, The Dragon not 13s 
having power to dcyeur the man child, yet he wil 
{til peſecute the woman in vvhom he was brought 


forth, When Iefus Chriſt vyas born, all I-ruſalem 


vvas moved and troubled, and rvhen Herod dc- 
manded vvhere Chriſt ſhould be born, the chief 
Prieſts and Scribes of the people told him, in Beth- 
lehem, and: in all the coaſts thereof Iefus Chriſt 
ſhewed to his Diſciples, that he was ro ſuffer ,,. 
many things of the Elders and chief Prieſts, and mia.;s 2 
Scribes, and be killed of thz chiefe Prieſts and 

$cribes : vvhen they ſaw the vyonderfull things Mat.2r.35, 
that Jeſus Chriſt did, and that Jit:le children did 

confeſs him, they were fore difpleaſed , the chief 

Prieſts and Elders of the people came unto Chriſt 

and he was preaching, and asked, By what autho- 

Tity doſt thou theſe things ,& who gave thee that 


authority ? The chief P1icits and Phariſees ſought Verl. 23. 
| to 


Mat.2.3,4,5, 
16, 
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to lay hands on Jeſus for ſpegking the truth ; Te. 
ſ:s rold his Diſctples, that he ihouid be betrayed 
into the h:nds of the chief Prieſts, and Scribes, 
and tiey would condemn him to death, and deli- 
071%.22., 25. yer him to the Gentiles to meck and to fc.rurge, 
= 94 os and to crucifie, The chief Prieſts, Scribes and EL 
| ders aiſembied to the place of the higheft P.ic its, 
and conſulted that they might take Ieſus by ſub- 
try, and kiil him, The chief Pricſts hired Zu1zs 
| to betray Chriſt, The chief Prieſts and Elders of 
| | the people ſet agreat multitud with ſword: and 
ſtaves totakeTeſus, and when he was taken, they 
ted him to the high Pricſts, where the Scribes and 
Elders were aſſembled; the chief Prieſts and El- 
F ders, and all the Councel! ſought falſe witneſs a- 
| - gain Teſus to put him to death : The high Prieſt 
| when he ſaw that he could not find witneſs to 

| condemn him , then he atoſe, and proyoked hm 
| ro ſpeak, that he might enſnare him in his words; 
4 but when Ieſus held his peace, then the High 
| Prieſt did adjure him by the living God, to tell 
| whether he were the Son of God or no. And when 
[1 - he witneſled forth the truth, the high Prieſt rent 
Y kis cloaths, and ſaid, he hath ſpoken blaſphemy, 
1 what further need have we of witneſlz: 2 And 
from that they concluded he was worthy of death, 

& and then they ſpat in his face, and mocked him, 
And when the morning was come, all the chief 
 Mit.27, Prieſtsand Elders of the People toek counſel a- 
b - gainſt Teſus to put him to death : And when they 
} had bound hiathey delivered him to P//at. When 
Fn1zs brought again the thirty pieces of filver, 
the chief Prieſts confeſſed it to be the = of 
is: lood 
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blood, and took conſell how to diſpoſe of it. The years. 
chief Prieſts and Elders accuſed Chriſt before P/- 
lat of many things 3 Pilut knewthat for envy they 
had delivered him, The chief Prieſts perſwaded y.,,,,.8 
the people to take Barabbas,and deſtroy Izfus. The .41.43 © 
The chief Prieſts mocked Ieſus on the croſs, with 
the Scribes and Elders, and ſaid, He truſted in 
God,let him deliverhim now if he wou'd have himz 
for he ſaid, I am the Son of God. The chiet Prieſts 
cailed Chriſt a deceiver : The chicfe Prieſts and 
Elders deviſeda lie, and gave Jarge mony to the Mar.28.11,i2, 
Soldiers to report it, and promiſed them {eeurity 5+ 
1n ſo doing... | 

T he chiet Prieſts and the Captain of the Tem- 
ple come upon the Apoſtles, and being grieved As 41,2, 3, 
that they preached through Teſus the reſurre&tion **< 
ofthedead, they laid hands on them, and put 


- them in hold; and the next day the high Prieſt, 


and all his kindred gathered together, and when 
he had ſet them in the middeſt, they asked them 
bywhat vowes and by what meang they had done 
this : and though they could not deny the power, 
yet they agreed to threaten the Apoſtles leſt they 
truth ſhould ſpread any further. The high Prieſt, 
and they that were with him, were filled with 
indignation, becauſe of the works done by the 
Apoſtles, and put them in the common Goal. The 
high Pieſt called the Counce!, and all the Senate £85.17 8, 
of the children of Iſrael, againſt the Apoſtles,and*”*' 53 
ſent to the priſon, to have them brought; and 
when they were come, the high Prieſt ſaid, Did 
not we ſtrictly command you to teach no more in 


this name. And when the Apoſiles did ſtil witneſs 
forth 
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AQs 7.1 


As 9.1,2, 21. 


Acts 23.214; 


Aas 24 2, 


As 25.15, 


Jer. 26.8.11, 


Ter.23.11. 


Ip2,56,10,71, 


I2. 


Joel 1,5,13: 


Micah 3.10, 


56) 
«forth the truth}, they tock counſell to ſlay them. 


The High Pricit examined Srephen, and for wit- 
neffing for: the 1futh, he was ſtoned todeath, 
Sat had letters from the High Prieit, whereby to 
zerſecute the Sainis, and to biing them bound ot 
the chict Prieſts. The High Prieſt commanded to 
{mite Paul on the mouth tor Ipeaking truth, Four- 
ty men having (ſworn to murder Pax/, came to the 
chief Prieſt tor help to a& it, The High Prieſt de- 
{cended with the Elders, and a certain Orator, 
who waz to inform againſt Par/, The chief Prieſis 
and EJders informed Feſtus, and deſired judgment 
againſt Paul. The Prieſts, and the Prophets, and 
all che people ſaid, Feremy thou ſhale ſurely die, bee 
cauſe he ſpoke the word of the Lord, The Prieſts 
and the Prophets accuſed Feremy to the 'Princes, 
ſaying, This man is worthy of death; yea both 
Prieſt and Prophet are prophane, yea in my houſe 
I have found their wickedneſs, ſaith the Lord; 
yea his watchmen are all blind, they are ignorant, 
yea they are greedy Doggs, that can never have 
enough, they are Shepeards that cannot under- 
ſtand,th:y all look for their gain from their quar- 
ters, Come ye, ſay they, I will fetch wine, and 
we will fill our ſelves with ſtrong diink, and to 
morrow ſhail be as this day, and much more abun- 
dant. Awake yedrunkards, and weep and how] 
all ye drinkers of wine, gird your ſelves and Ja- 
ment you Prieſts, howl you Miniſters of the Al- 
tar,they build up Sion with blood, and Ieruſalem 
with iniquity, the Heads. thereof judge forre- 
wards, and the Prieſts thereof t=ach for hire, and 
the Prophets thereof divine for money, yet will 


they 


(57 

they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, is not the Lord 
amongſtus, no evil can come upen us : and nowy,.., 
ye Prieſts, this Commandment is for you, If ye © ' * 
will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to 
give glory unto my name,gſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
I will even ſend a curſe upon you, and will cutſe 
your bleſlings, yes, I have curſed them already, 
becauſe you do not Jay it to. heart : but behold I 
will corrupt their ſeed, and ſpreed dung upon 
their faces, even the dung of your ſolemn feaſts, 
and one ſhall take ycu away withit : And ye ſhall 
know, that I have ſent this Commandment unto J©-5-39.37- 
you, that my Covenant might be with Zev), ſaith 

the Lord of Hoſts : A wonderfu), a horrible thing 

is committed in th: Land, the Prophets prophe- 

| fie falſly, and the Prieſts bear rule by their means, 

p & my people love to have it ſo, but what will you 


My. 2.1, 2,3,4 


do inthe end thereof 2 for from the leaſt of them 
to the greateſt of them, they are given to Cove- 
touſnefs, and from the Prophet even unto the 
Prieſt , every one dealeth falſly: They have 
healed the hurt of the daughter of my people ,, .. 

. . S, 9,13,14,i5 
deceitfully, ſaying, Peace, peace, when there is 
no peace: Were they aſhamed when they had. 

committed abominations ? nay they were not at 
all aſhamed, neither could they bluſh ; therefore 
they ſhall fall amongſt them that fall, at the time 
that I vifit them, they fhall be caſt down, faith the 
Lord. | 
I was moved to write this, afrer the tryal at 
Lancaſter, | 


An 


FL (14) 
: An Exhortarion to the People. 


1” Ricnds, do not call this railing, becauſe we 
ule plainneis of ſpeech, and not with fained 
words, nor ſow ptllows urcer your e]b. ws, as the 
| ta}ſ- P;ophets did, as you read 1n the Scripture 
i but we uſe the ſame language of the Prophets, 
: Chriſt and the Apoſtles, who ſpoke againſt fained 
; 
: 
f 


humbleneſs, as it is as the Scripture taith, They 

g0 ON in the way of Cain, and run greedily after 

the error of Balaam, and many ſhall follow their 

oe rernicious ways, of whom the way of truth ſhall 

| be evil ſpoken ot: O all friends and people, ſee 

| if there be not ſomething within yeu, which ſhews 

you ſin and evil, and the decents of ycur own 

hearts; which if you dohearkento it, and love 

it, you will love Chriſt : far he is the light, and 

hating this light, you hate Chriſt, becauſe your 

deeds are evil, and wilt not bring your wo:ks io 

the light, leaſt the light ſhould reprove them : ard 

here i; your condemnation, the light within you, 

and it is not a Chapter nor a Veriſz without you : 

| | And loving this light, it will bring you offall the 

"= worlds ways and worſhips, to worſhip God : for 

| | they walkea in their own ways, which ſpent their 

money-forthat which was not bread, and there 

you are 1n your own ways; andit will draw you 

out of all the worlds Churches, into the Church 

= in God : and waitin this light, and it will gather 

all your hearts together, to live 1n unity one with 

another; and it will lead you to the everlaſting 

| ; day of the Lord ; and walking in that there 
f W1 
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will beno oecaſion of LY for being dif. 
obedient to the light, there will be ſtumbling 
at noun day: Therefore all people prize your 
time, this 1: the day of your viſitation.and ſalvati- 
on;andifever you own a clean & pure conſcience 
you will own us; and if ever you come to know 
Jeſus Chriſt, you will own us; and if ever you 
Civn the Lord Ged of heaven and earth,and come 
to know him, and worſhip him, you will then 
own us, and knowus; and if ever yeu own the 
Lfe of the Prophets and the Apoſtles, you will 
then own us to be ſent of God, and of God; and 
we ſezk not yours, but your ſaving health, and 
{ſouls good, and your eternal peace and happineſs, 
and eternally ſhall you witneſs us, to that which 
doth convince you: I ſpeak that which will wit- 
nefs with me in the end, when the thoughts cf 
every mans heart ſhall be revealed, ard the 
book of Conſcience fhall be opened ; therefore 
below in heart, and conlider where you are, 
and learn the leſſon of Chriſt, and put Him on, 
and forſake all your blinde guides without 
you, and minde the guide within you ; they are 
the ſons of God, that are guided by the Spirit of 
the Lord ;.they arenot the Sons ef God, who can 
profeſs and talk of the Letter, and perſecute 
them which are contrary to their opinions, but 
ſhew forth to be the children of the Devil, and 
not of God, 
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Y ngmeis covered from the-world, and the 
world knows not me, nor my name; the 


earthly name the earthly man knows, and he is 
' afraid of reproach, and cannot bear it upon the 


earthly aame; he tbat overcometh, hath the new 
name, and knowethit ; he that is net come into 
the War, knows it not; he that overcometh, fi:- 
teth in his throne, he that overcometh is crowned, 
he that is judged, and judgement, is brought into 
victory, and then itis ſet in the earth; he thac 
overcometh, eateth of the hidden Manna ; he 
that overcometh,ſhal inherite all things:he that is 
without, hath the eld name,and wants all things, 
and cannot judge any thing; for the natural 
man knows not the things of God, but the ſpi- 
ritual man judgeth all things; he that hath an 
ear to hear, let him hear; and bleſſed is he that 
reads, and doth underſtand what hereads, 
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TO THE 


Parhament of this Common- 
wealth , and the General, and 
Major General of the 
ARMY. 


A Declaration of the preſent condition of 
ſeveral Inhabitants in Weſtmeriand, and 
ſome part in Lazcaſhire , whole names 
are ſubſcribed, who have been faithful 
to the Parliament, and ſerviceable in 
their places to this Commonwealth, to 
the hazard of their Lives, Liberties and 
Eſtates. 


Declareth, 


II je Hat the Lord hath mace known him- 
ſelf, and manifefed his love to us, 

PN in letting us ſee the deadneſs and em- 
M ptineſs of all the outward Miniftry of 


| the world; and hath according to his own 


promiſe 
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premiſe, led us forth of the barren Wilderneſs 
of outward carnal Worſhips, and is his him- 
ſelt become our Teacher, and hath made us wil- 
ling to watt alone upon him for Teaching: By 
the power and vertue of which, we deby all che 
Teaching which ſtands in the will of man what- 
ſoever; ard fo meeting rogether to wair upon 
the Lords unlimitted power,: xhorting and build- 
ing up one another in our moſt holy faith, ac- 
cording to the practice of all the Saints before 
u-; Not onely ſpending the Firſt day of the week 
in ſuch Exerciſes, but ſeveral other days and 
nights, as the Lcrd gives us opportunity, to the 
great refreſhment ot our ſouls, and uniting of 
our hearts to the Lord, and one to another, to 
his everlaſting pratſe and glory; and having oc- 
caſion to praiſe the Lord for that Freedom 
which the Parliament doth allow us, for which 


- the Prieſts much maligns vs, and ſtirs up the 


ignorant people in their Publique Aﬀemblies, 
toexecute their rigour upon us, fomentingAyes, 
and accuſing us to the Magiſtrates fallely , cau- 
fing ſome to be Endicted, fcme Imprifoned, 
and fome bound over for no juſt caule at all : 
And hath done all that in them lies to deprive 
us of that Liberty which the Parliament hath 
afforded: As may appear, by ſeveral O:ders 
made at a late Seſſions at Appleby in Weſtmer- 
land; wherein they have Ordered, Thar we ſhall 
not meet together in the night time, which hath 
been the praQtice of the' Saints in former ages, 
and hath been our practice, becauſe there are 
many 


(-I1.) 


'many Servants and ycung Jabourins people, 


which cannot come on the daz,, which comes at 
the night, becauſe we wr uld not give an_occa- 
fion of. cffence: Wherein we do witnels, that 
while we did meet tog-ih-c on the right ro ſpore 
and ſpend the time in vai ity, we wers not medled 
withzlz bur now we do telſtihe 2g: nt all ſuch 
praGices: and who lives now tn the ſume nz 
ture h:t.sus: But Juſtice which ciuts down £1- 
thineſs, and gives way for truth toriſe, we own, 
But there are ſeveral got into Commillion cf 
the peace, formerly Milignants, and ſfoms that 
have been actually ia Arms 2g:inft the Parlia. 
ment, contrary to the Act of *Parltiament, and 
:re utter Enemies to the Fruth, as doth appear, 
not onely here, bur Iikewite in Yorkſhire, where ' 
there hath beea ten of our Brethren and Sitters 
kept in Prifon in York Caſile, ſome of them 
the moſt part of a whole yeer, 2nd ftincc the laft 
Afizes were kept in cloſe Priſoz, uniul one of 
them dyed, and fo con:inued in cloſe Priſon, un- 
tilit pleiſed the Lord. to move the hearts of 
ſome to procure them more Liberty. And 
whereas we are a people accuſed to deny Ma- 
giſtracy, it 15-not ſo, For Juſtice we own in 
our ſouls, which cuts down corruption, which 
keeps the ſoul in the death, For let every 
ſoul be ſubje& to the higher power : For all 
power is of God, and that we ſetup, own and 
honor for Conſcience ſake, and a!l men in the 
Lord. Likewiſe our dear Brother Fames Nayler 


les in Priſon 1n Appleby, who ſerved the Par- 


lament: 
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liament under the Gcmmand of Major General 
Lambert, betwixt eight ard nine years, as WE 
believe ſcme of the Army can witneſs : All 
that we deſire 1s , that Bcoks may te printed; 
whereby the Truth way be manifeſted : And if 
' rranſgreſs or offerd , we are Willing to ſuf. 
er, 


7 his Petition was ſigned by Three handred and 
twenly nine of the Inhabitarts of Lancaſhire, 
and pars of Weſtmerland. 


FINIS. 


